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1.  Summary. 
Three archaeological sites, comprising 18 individual monuments, were recorded in a 
desk-based and walkover survey at Bruach Caorainn burn, Kinlochard, The 
Trossachs, Stirlingshire.  Site 1a-p consists of a pre-clearance township, described 
by the RCAHMS as one of the two “most interesting examples” in Stirlingshire. (1963, 
49)  Big Bruach Caoruinn township, recorded on Roy’s map as “Braechurnmor”, 
includes four stone buildings, one of which has four compartments, at least three 
enclosures, fragments of dykes and an exceptionally well-preserved corn-drying kiln.  
Site 2 records the possible former existence of a mill, indicated by place-name 
evidence and Site 3 consists of a structure, built after 1860-3 but already roofless by 
1896 and no longer extant.  
 
No scheduled ancient monuments, listed buildings or designed landscapes were 
recorded in the survey area or its vicinity. 
 
The archaeological sites with grid references, impact assessments and mitigations 
are summarized in Table 1 in Appendix A. 
 
2.  Introduction. 
An archaeological survey was undertaken on behalf of Hydroplan UK at the Bruach 
Caorainn Burn, Kinlochard, The Trossachs, Stirlingshire (OS 1:10.000 Sheet 
NN40SW), prior to the proposed construction of a hydro scheme.  (See Fig 1: 
Location Map)  The survey area is situated within Loch Lomond and The Trossachs 
National Park, on the North bank of the Brauch Caorainn Burn, a tributary of Duchray 
Water, which flows into the River Forth to the East of Loch Ard. 
 

 
Fig. 1:  Location Map showing survey area, from OS Landranger 56 Loch Lomond & 
Inverarary. (© Crown Copyright 2012. All Rights Reserved. Licence Number 
10044103) 
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The survey area is situated within the Loch Ard Forest, a part of the Forestry 
Commission’s Queen Elizabeth Forest Park.  It was planted with trees in the late 
1960’s or early 1970’s and, apart from the small area between the road bridge and 
the intake, most of these have now been harvested.  The area downstream from the 
bridge consists of a combination of clearfelled land, relatively recent planting and 
unplanted, but overgrown, ground.  The survey area is situated on the metamorphic 
quartz-mica-schist, grit and slate of the Dalradian complex and rises from a height of 
130m OD to 330m OD.   
 
The proposed hydro scheme consists of: (See Fig. 2) 
 
a) An Intake on the Bruach Caorainn Burn at NN 39977 00141. 
b) A buried pipeline along the North side of the Bruach Caorainn Burn from the intake 
to either: 
c) Powerhouse 1a at NN 41859 00774, at the confluence of Bruach Caorainn Burn 
and a small unnamed tributary, joining from the NW  
OR 
d) Powerhouse 1 on the North bank of the Bruach Caorainn Burn at NN 41950 
00900. 
  
Access will be by existing forestry tracks, from Kinlochard, apart from a short section 
of new permanent track, leading to PH1 and a temporary access track along the 
pipeline.  
 
The area for archaeological survey consists of a narrow strip of ground, 50m either 
side of the proposed pipelines, an area 50m in diameter around the intakes and 
100m in diameter around the powerhouse. 
 
3.  Working Methods. 
The survey consisted of a combination of a desk-based assessment and a rapid 
walkover survey.   
 
3.1.  Desk-based Assessment. 
The desk-based assessment consisted of the consultation of a variety of sources: 
 
3.1.1.  Sites and Monuments Registers. 
a) The Sites and Monuments Register, held by the West of Scotland Archaeology 
Service (WoSAS), 20 India Street, Glasgow, G2 4PF, available on www.wosas.net 
 
b) The National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS), held by RCAHMS, John 
Sinclair House, 16 Bernard Terrace, Edinburgh EH8 9NX, available on 
www.rcahms.gov.uk 
 
Four sites had previously been recorded within the survey area: 
 
1.  Big Bruach Caoruinn deserted township at NN 41828 00814 (Site 1) 
 HER WoSAS Ref. 64004 

NMRS Ref. NN40SW.7 
Canmore ID 23934 

“A township annotated as Ruins and comprising two unroofed buildings, one of which 
is a long building, two enclosures and a sheepfold is depicted on the 1st edition of the 
OS 6-inch map (Stirlingshire 1864-5-6, Sheet vi), but is not shown on the current 
edition of the OS 1:10,000 map (1976).” 
 
2.  Big Bruach Caoruinn – corn-drying kiln at NN 41840 00780 (Site 1e) 
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 HER WoSAS Ref. 64005 
 (part of NMRS Ref. NN40SW.7) 
 
3.  Big Bruach Caoruinn – cultivation remains at NN 41768 00817 (Site 1p) 
 HER WoSAS Ref. 64006 
 (part of NMRS Ref. NN40SW.7) 
 
4. Big Bruach Caoruinn – cruck framed byre dwelling at NN 41828 00814 (Site 1a) 
 HER WoSAS Ref. 64007 
 (part of NMRS Ref. NN40SW.7) 
. 
A further six sites have been recorded within the vicinity of the survey area: 
 
5.   Little Bruach Caoruinn deserted township at NN 42160 00600 
 HER WoSAS Ref. 64013 
 NMRS Ref. NN40SW.8 

Canmore ID 23935 
“A township annotated as Ruins and comprising three unroofed buildings, one of 
which is a long building and has an attached enclosure, and a head dyke is depicted 
on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Stirlingshire 1864-5-6, sheet vi) but is not 
shown on the current edition of the OS 1:10,000 map (1976).” 
 
6.  Little Bruach Caoruinn – corn-drying kiln at NN 42160 00600 
 HER WoSAS Ref. 64014 
 (part of NMRS Ref. NN40SW.8) 
 
7.  Little Bruach Caoruinn – cruck-framed byre dwelling at NN 42160 00600 
 HER WoSAS Ref. 64015 
 (part of NMRS Ref. NN40SW.8) 
 
8.  Kinlochard – spindle whorl at NN 427 014 
 HER WoSAS Ref. 63493 
 NMRS Ref. NN40SW.2 
 Canmore ID 63493 
“A decorated spindle whorl has been found at Kinlochard.  It was acquired by the 
National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland (NMAS) in 1958-9, who describe it as 
being from Kinlochard, Stirlingshire ... Found near a new forestry road”. 
 
9. Allt Glas – building at NN 42670 01400 
 HER WoSAS Ref. 65965 
 (No NMRS) 
 
10. Rinzoorach Burn – shieling hut(s) at NN 393 005. 
 HER WoSAS Ref. 65172 
 NMRS Ref. NN30SE.8 
 Canmore ID 127170 
“What may be four unroofed shieling huts are depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-
inch map (Stirlingshire 1864-5-6, sheet vi).  Three unroofed buildings are shown on 
the current edition of the OS 1:10,000 map (1976). 
  
.3.1.2.  Maps. 
a) Pont 17 Loch Lomond, ca. 1583-1601 includes the name Bra Cheurin 
b) William Roy’s Map of Scotland, 1747-55 shows the settlements of Braechurnmor 
and Braechurnbeg. (Scran at RCAHMS) 
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c) John Grassom: “To the Noblemen and Gentlemen of the County of Stirling”, 1817 
shows the settlements of Bruacheurnmore and Bruacheurn 
d) John Thomson: Stirlingshire, 1820 in Atlas of Scotland, 1832. (Nat. Lib. Scot.) 
e) OS 1st Ed. 6” Map Sheet: Stirlingshire vi, surveyed 1860-3, publ. 1864-6. 
f) OS 2nd Ed. 6” map: Stirlingshire Sheet vi NE, revised 1896, publ. 1899. 
g) OS 1:10,000 Sheet NN40SW, 1976. 
h) OS Explorer 364 Loch Lomond North and 365 The Trossachs, 1:25,000, 2007 and 
2010. 
 
3.1.3. Aerial Photographs. 
Aerial photographs were consulted in the RCAHMS Air Photo Unit: 
a) CPE/UK/0194; Date 11.10.1946; Scale 1:10,000; Frames 2022-2028, 4216-4220. 
b) 541/A/0392; Date 18.05.1948; Scale 1:11,000; Frames 3136-3142; 4136-4142. 
c) 543/0840; Date 24.03.1960; Scale 1:10,000; Frames F65 0042-0050. 
d) OS 72-069; Date 08.05.1972; Scale 1:26,500; Frames 816 and 824. 
 
3.1.4. Published Sources. 
Barrington, John: Loch Lomond and The Trossachs, 2006. 
Edlin, Herbert L. ed.: Forestry Commission Guide: Queen Elizabeth Forest Park, 
1973 HMSO (1st ed. 1954). 
Graham, Rev. John: “Parish of Buchanan” in The New Statistical Account of 
Scotland, vol 8, 89-99, 1841. 
Historic Scotland: A selection of the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park’s 
architectural heritage, nd. 
MacGibbon, Rev. David: “Parish of Buchanan” in The (Old) Statistical Account of 
Scotland, vol 9, 12-25, 1791-99 
MacNair, AS: “History” in Queen Elizabeth Forest Park, ed. Edlin, Herbert L, 1973, 
HMSO (1st ed. 1954) 
Ransom, PJG: Loch Lomond and the Trossachs in History and Legend, 2004. 
RCAHMS: Stirlingshire: An Inventory of the Ancient Monuments, 1963, HMSO. 
Stell, GP: “Crucks in Scotland: a provisional list” in Cruck Construction : An 
Introduction and Catalogue, ed. NW. Alcock, (CBA Research Report 42), 1981. 
Wilson, William: The Trossachs in Literature and Tradition, 1908. 
 
3.2.  Fieldwork. 
The desk-based research was followed by a rapid walkover survey.  This was 
undertaken by the writer on 18th September 2014.    The weather was dry but misty.  
The entire survey area was walked and all archaeological sites were photographed, 
recorded with a GPS receiver and plotted on a map. 
 
The survey area lies entirely within the Loch Ard Forest and the archaeological 
survey was hampered by the effects of various forestry operations.  Dense forestry 
masked part of the survey area upstream from the road bridge, though the actual 
route of the pipeline runs through a clearing alongside the Bruach Caorainn Burn.  
East of the road bridge, the pipeline route runs through, firstly, a clearfelled area, in 
which some brash and logs partially mask the surface and then an area, which has 
been replanted after clearfelling.  Here immature trees hampered the archaeological 
investigation.  Finally, the area to the NE of the unnamed tributary, where the 
extensive remains of Big Bruach Caoruinn township are situated, has been ploughed, 
planted and harvested and, although it has been left as open ground, the absence of 
any grazing animals means that vegetation growth, including self-sown conifers and 
broadleaves, heather and thick clumps of moss partially obscure the surface 
remains.  Seasonal vegetation was less of an issue, despite the time of year, and 
bracken was only a problem around the house, Site 1a and the corn-drying kiln, Site 
1e.        
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4.  Results. 
Three sites were recorded during the present survey, of which two, Sites 2 and 3, 
are no longer extant.  The remaining site, Big Bruach Caoruinn township, Site 1, 
however, is of some significance and dates to at least the early 17th century with 
probable origins in the Medieval period.  The site has been subject to one episode of 
forestry planting and the whole area seems to have been ploughed, planted and, 
subsequently, harvested.  Comparison of the surface remains with the RCAHMS 
1955 plan demonstrates that a significant amount has been lost or at least obscured. 
 
5. Gazetteer of Sites. 
 
Site 1. Big Bruach Caoruinn township.        NGR (midpoint) NN 41816 00812 
The remains of a township are situated at the confluence of Bruach Caorainn Burn 
and a small unnamed tributary, flowing from the NW. The remains of four structures, 
two enclosures, dykes and a corn-drying kiln as well as fragments of tracks have 
been recorded, scattered over a distance of over 200m along the tributary.   This 
settlement was recorded by the RCAHMS in 1955 and a map with descriptions was 
published in the Inventory of the Ancient Monuments of Stirlingshire in 1963.  (See 
Fig. 4)  Shortly afterwards, in the 1960’s or 1970’s, the area was ploughed and 
planted with conifers.  In recent years these trees have been harvested and the area 
has been left as open ground.  However, while the main stone structures have all 
survived and stand much as they were described in 1955, some structures have 
been damaged by the ploughing and planting and are now difficult to trace.  These 
include the house, Site 1b and the northern part of the house, Site 1c, dykes, 
notably the boundary dyke, Site 1o, and the old tracks, Sites 1f, l and m.  The 
absence of any grazing has also meant that the site is becoming overgrown with self-
sown trees, heather and clumps of moss, which further obscures the picture.  The 
settlement was accompanied by an extensive tract of cultivated ground, mostly 
downstream towards Duchray Water, but this, too, has been lost to forestry 
ploughing. 
 
Big Bruach Caoruinn township was described by the RCAHMS as one of the two 
“most interesting examples” in Stirlingshire, along with the adjacent Little Bruach 
Caoruinn township to the SE. (1963, 49)  Both were recorded on Roy’s map of 1747-
55 as Braechurnmor (Big Bruach Caoruinn) and Braechurnbeg (Little Bruach 
Caoruinn) and on Grassom’s 1817 map of Stirlingshire as Bruacheurnmore and 
Bruacheurn.  With reference to the latter version, it is possible that the Bra Cheurin 
on Pont’s map, dating to between c. 1583 and 1601, also refers to one or both of 
these settlements.  Cartographic evidence thus suggests that this settlement belongs 
to the pre-clearance period, with probably Medieval origins. 
 
Documentary evidence also indicates an early date: Macfarlanes of Brackearn 
(Bruach Caoruinn) were recorded in the early 17th century.  (MacNair, 1973, 7)  In 
1630, Duncan Moir Macfarlane Brackearne was one of the heritors of the parish of 
Buchanan and, in 1691, Isabella Graham disposed of East and West Brachern and 
Stron McNair to her nephew, Alexander Graham. (op. cit., 8)  
 
The material evidence of the settlement is also of interest.  The two largest 
structures, Sites 1a and 1c, are particularly long buildings and seem to have been 
byre/dwellings, in which humans and animals occupied separate compartments 
under the same roof.  These are well-preserved with gables, surviving to heights of 
3m and 4m, while evidence of cruck slots indicates that the roofs were supported by 
a cruck frame construction.  The corn-drying kiln, Site 1e, is exceptionally well-
preserved with a well-defined flue at the foot of a drystone wall, over 2m in height.   
 



Bruach Caorainn Hydro Scheme 

J.G.Robertson. Ardtornish. September 2014. 6 

Site 1a. House.      NGR (NW end) NN 41804 00818 
       (SE end) NN 41832 00804 
A relatively well-preserved long house, 31.40m NW-SE by 6.10m externally, is the 
largest and most prominent surviving structure in Bruach Caorainn settlement.  It 
consists of four unequal compartments and is constructed of walls of coursed stone 
masonry, 0.80m in width.  The largest southeastern compartment may have been the 
dwelling while the other compartments may have been used as barns and byres.  
The SE compartment measures 12.35m in length internally and the SE gable end, 
which reaches a height of 4.25m, contains a lime-mortared stone fireplace and 
chimney.  The gable end is even higher externally, propped up, at the S corner, on a 
large boulder plinth.  An entrance opens through the SW wall, flanked by the remains 
of two splayed windows.  One dilapidated cruck slot is evident in the NE side and 
wall collapse elsewhere may indicate the former presence of cruck slots.  The 
second compartment, 5.80m in length, is separated from the SE compartment by a 
partition, 3.20m in height to the present floor level, less than the 4.27m (13 feet) 
recorded in 1955.  However, the discrepancy may be a result of rubble fill rather than 
any reduction in the height of the wall.  An entrance at the SW end provides access 
between the two compartments and another entrance opens to the exterior in the SW 
side.  A partition, 3m in height, (the same as in 1955) divides the second and third 
compartments.  The latter measures 4.10m in length and has an entrance opening 
on the SW side.  The lintel recorded by the RCAHMS is now missing.  The small 
window, 2.10m above floor level in the NW end suggests that this was once the 
gable end until the addition of the NW compartment.  The latter may have originally 
occupied the full width of the building but, at some stage, was reduced to a width of 
4m. 
 

  
Site 1a, house, from W.   Site 1a, fireplace in SE compartment 
 

  
Site 1a, collapsed cruck slot in SE   Site 1a, partition in 3rd comp with high 
compartment.     window, from SE 
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Site 1b.  House.     NGR (NW end) NN 41788 00821 
                 (SE end) NN 41802 00816 
The foundation layer of a structure was recorded by the RCAHMS immediately to the 
NW of the long house, Site 1a.  It measured 14m NW-SE by 4.90m externally, and 
corresponds with the house, Site 1d, and with others noted in Gleann Dubh, such as 
Comer.  RCAHMS suggest that it may have been a predecessor of Site 1a.  This 
structure is now difficult to trace on the ground as a result of forestry operations and 
the present overgrown condition of the site.  Fragments of stone foundation can be 
identified but the full outline was difficult to establish.  Without the RCAHMS plan, it 
would be easily overlooked. 
 
Site 1c.  House.         NGR (SSW end) NN 41836 00814 
          (NNE end) NN 41838 00826 
          (NNE extension) NN 41840 00835              
A relatively well-preserved long house is situated 7m to the NNE of the SE end of the 
other long house, Site 1a.  The S compartment measures 11.75m N-S by 5m 
externally and consists of coursed stone masonry walls, c. 0.65m in width.  Two 
entrances open through the East wall and a splayed window is situated in the West 
wall.  A well-preserved cruck slot survives in the West wall opposite a collapsed slot 
in the East side.  RCAHMS also recorded projecting stones for thatch-ropes.  A drain 
at the South end of the West wall suggests that this part of the building was a byre.  
Traces of a wall foundation to the North suggest that a further compartment may 
have originally extended the building to a total length of 21.50m.  A rowan tree is 
growing at the NE corner of the S compartment. 
 

  
Site 1c, house, from NW   Site 1c, cruck slot in W wall, from E 
 
Site 1d.  House.     NGR (SE end) NN 41698 00850 
              (NW end) NN 41692 00858 

 
A dilapidated structure, 11.20m NW-SE by 
4.80m, is situated at the western extremity 
of the settlement on the South side of the 
unnamed burn.  Its dimensions suggested 
to the RCAHMS that, along with the 
house, Site 1b, it was part of an earlier 
phase of the township.  The house is 
defined by a collapsed wall of coursed 
drystone masonry, which has spread to a 
width of 1m and survives up to a height of 
0.90m.  An entrance opens through the 
NW side.  Trees had been planted within 
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the interior and the structure is now overgrown with self-sown sitka spruce. (Photo 
from NW) 
  
 
Site 1e.  Corn-drying Kiln.     NGR NN 41860 00748 
A particularly fine example of a corn-drying kiln is situated at the eastern extremity of 
the settlement, some distance from the other buildings and close to the confluence of 
the burns, presumably on account of the fire hazard.  A well-defined, stone-lined 
conical bowl, 2.45m in diameter across the top, is situated within a stone building 
which reaches a height of 2m in the SW sector.  A well-preserved flue, 0.50m by 
0.40m, extends for over 1.50m at the foot of this wall to the bottom of the bowl.  A fire 
would have been lit in this flue to dry the grain, laid on a wooden rack across the top 
of the bowl.  The RCAHMS record the existence of a barn, 2.30m by 1.50m, 
extending to the NNE of the bowl but this is now difficult to trace in the disturbed and 
overgrown conditions. 
 

  
Site 1e, SW sector of kiln with flue at base Site 1e, bowl of kiln, from NNE 
 
Site 1f.  Track.     NGR (SE end) NN 41837 00773         
              (NW end) NN 41810 00796 
A fragment of track, contemporary with the settlement, was recorded by the 
RCAHMS in 1955 but this is now no longer visible as a result of forestry operations 
and the present overgrown conditions on the ground.  It ran approximately N-S for 
36m along the western end of the enclosure, Site 1g. 
 
Site 1g.  Enclosure.     NGR (SW end) NN 41822 00788 
                 (NE end) NN 41841 00800 

 
An enclosure, 24m NE-SW by 10m and 
roughly rectangular in plan, is situated to 
the SE of the long house, Site 1a.  The 
NW side is the most prominent, consisting 
of a wall of coursed stone, 0.50m in width 
and surviving to a height of 0.90m.  At the 
SW end of the NW side, the wall curves 
round, joining up large natural boulders to 
enclose a small chamber.  The SW end is 
open, possibly truncated by the old track, 
Site 1f. 
Photo of NW side, from E 
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Site 1h.  Enclosure.     NGR (N end) NN 41852 00839 
                (S end) NN 41852 00813 
An enclosure, 26m N-S by 19m and sub-rectangular in plan, is situated to the East of 
the long house, Site 1c.  It is defined by an overgrown wall of coursed stone, 1.20m 
in width and reaching a height of 1.10m externally.  The high external face suggests 
that this wall was designed to exclude animals and that the enclosure was a kailyard, 
for the growing of vegetables, though the N end is now unenclosed. 
 

  
Site 1h, SW end of enclosure, from NW Site 1h, NW side of enclosure, from N  
 
Site 1i.  Dyke.         NGR (S end) NN 41837 00836 
        (N end) NN 41848 00856 
 

A dyke, extending to the North and NE 
from the NW corner of the long house, 
Site 1c, may have been part of an 
enclosure, adjoining the enclosure, Site 
1h.  The dyke, in 1955, had a total length 
of 25m, though has since been disturbed 
by forestry ploughing and planting and 
only fragments are now visible.  However, 
the short dyke running eastwards from its 
South end along the North side of the long 
house, Site 1c, to the enclosure, Site 1h, 
is still extant. 

Photo of short dyke at South end, from E   
 
Site 1j.  Dyke.      NGR (SW end) NN 41798 00783 
                 (NE end) NN 41803 00791  
A dyke fragment was recorded by the RCAHMS in 1955, running NE-SW to the North 
bank of the unnamed burn.  It was 10m in length but is now difficult to identify in the 
disturbed and overgrown conditions. 
 
Site 1k.  Dyke.     NGR (SW end) NN 41799 00786 
                 (NE end) NN 41809 00813 
A dyke, 38m in length, was recorded by the RCAHMS in 1955, running 
southwestwards from a small structure to the SW of the long house, Site 1a.  The 
structure and much of the dyke cannot now be traced as a result of forestry 
operations and the overgrown vegetation but the dyke extends further to the NE than 
previously recorded to abut the original NW gable end of the long house, Site 1a (ie. 
NW end of the third compartment).   The wall consists of dilapidated coursed stone, 
0.70m in width and 0.50m in height. 
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Site 1l.  Track.        NGR (SSE end) NN 41804 00824         
       (NNW end) NN 41785 00880 
A fragment of track, contemporary with the settlement, was recorded by the 
RCAHMS in 1955 but this is now no longer visible as a result of forestry operations 
and the present overgrown conditions on the ground.  It ran northwestwards for 60m 
from the North corner of the long house, Site 1a. 
 
Site 1m.  Track.          NGR (SE end) NN 41774 00831 
         (NW end) NN 41757 00853 
A fragment of track, contemporary with the settlement, was recorded by the 
RCAHMS in 1955 but this is now no longer visible as a result of forestry operations 
and the present overgrown conditions on the ground.  It was approximately 32m long, 
curving to the NW and North from a point NW of the long house, Site 1a. 
 
Site 1n.  Enclosure.      NGR (W side) NN 41733 00805 
        (E side) NN 41750 00810 
 

An enclosure, and sub-circular in plan, is 
situated on the North bank of the 
unnamed burn, towards the western end 
of the settlement. It is defined by a 
dilapidated and overgrown wall of coursed 
stone, 0.70m in width and up to 0.60m in 
height.  The full extent, particularly the 
eastern sector including the entrance, as 
recorded by the RCAHMS in 1955, is now 
difficult to distinguish as a result of forestry 
ploughing and planting.  This enclosure 
may correspond to the sheepfold marked 

on the OS 1st Ed. 6” map, though the latter has in rectangular in plan.  The enclosure 
is now also heavily overgrown with self-sown trees and other vegetation. 
Photo of West sector from W.   
 
Site 1o.  Boundary Dyke.    NGR (SE end) NN 41732 00818 
            (W corner) NN 41703 00869 
               (NE end) NN 41746 00885 
A boundary dyke was recorded by the RCAHMS in 1955, running northwestwards for 
60m along the North bank of the unnamed burn from the enclosure, Site 1n, to 
approximately NN 41703 00869.  It then turned to the NE and continued for 55m until 
petering out at NN 41746 00885.  A possible original entrance was noted at NN 
41713 00876.   As a result of forestry ploughing and planting as well as subsequent 
growth of vegetation, this dyke can no longer be traced, apart from occasional relics, 
such as a 3-4m long fragment, 8m NW of the enclosure, Site 1n. 
 
Site 1p.  Cultivation Remains.         NGR (approx. midpoint) NN 42300 01125  
An extensive area of cultivation once accompanied the settlement.  Roy’s map shows 
a large area of arable ground filling the area between Braecheurnmor township and 
the confluence of the Bruach Caorainn Burn with Duchray Water.  However this area 
has been ploughed and planted and harvested and these remains are no longer 
visible.  The RCAHMS also recorded field-boundaries “on the hillside for a quarter of 
a mile or more to the N of the settlement”. (1963, 391) 
 
Refs:   Pont 17 Loch Lomond, ca. 1583-1601 includes the placename Bra Cheurin 

Roy’s Map 1747-55 shows eight buildings and extensive arable at 
Braechurnmor. 
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Grassom’s map of 1817 shows a settlement at Bruacheurnmore  
Thomson’s map of 1820 shows a settlement at Bruacheurnmore 
OS 1st Ed. 6” Map Sheet: Stirlingshire vi, surveyed 1860-3, publ. 1864-6, 
shows two unroofed buildings, two enclosures and a sheepfold. 
OS 2nd Ed. 6” map: Stirlingshire Sheet vi NE, revised 1896, publ. 1899, shows 
two unroofed buildings, two enclosures and a sheepfold. 

 
Impact Assessment:  The proposed powerhouse, PH 1a, is situated within the 
settlement, very close to the corn-drying kiln, Site 1e.  The proposed pipeline will run 
through the settlement en route to PH1a or en route to PH1.  Any development will 
compromise the site, though it should be noted that it has already been severely 
disturbed by the forestry operations. 
Mitigation:  It would be best to avoid this site altogether by siting the power house on 
the South side of the unnamed burn at, for example, NN 41851 00747.  If this is not 
an option, it might be possible to thread a route carefully to PH1 along a line to the 
West of the standing buildings, Sites 1a and 1b, and the enclosure, Site 1n.  One of 
several “tracks” made during harvesting for the forwarder machine (not the same as 
the old tracks marked on the RCAHMS plan) follows this route and could be reused.  
However, any temporary construction road would have to be sensitively placed and 
constructed to avoid compromising the character of the site.  PH1a should be 
avoided as it may lead to damage of the exceptionally well-preserved corn-drying 
kiln, Site 1e. 
 In addition, while not under the remit of the present development, some 
consideration should be given by the Forestry Commission to the future preservation 
of this site, particularly with regard to the extensive vegetation growth.  While it is to 
be welcomed that the settlement has not been re-planted, the growth of self-sown 
trees, heather and other vegetation threatens to swamp the site.  A programme of 
grazing by cattle, such as in the experiment at the settlement of Inniemore, Morvern, 
also in a FC plantation, might be worth considering.  It might also be possible to use 
the development as a means of providing greater public access to this interesting 
site, though admittedly some of the walls are high and possible unstable.      
 
Site 2.  Mill, possible site of.   NGR approx. NN 41750 00538 
The placename Cuil Mulinn, c. 200m upstream from Big Bruach Caoruinn township, 
Site 1, suggests that it may have been the site of a mill.  The whole area has been 
subject to forestry ploughing, planting, harvesting and replanting and no evidence 
was found of this structure. 
Refs: The place-name (but no structure) is recorded on: 

OS 1st Ed. 6” map, Stirlingshire Sheet vi, surveyed 1860-3, publ. 1864-6. 
OS 2nd Ed. 6” map: Stirlingshire Sheet vi NE, revised 1896, publ. 1899. 
OS Explorer 364 Loch Lomond North, 1:25,000, 2007. 

Impact Assessment:  The pipeline is at least 100m from the possible site of the mill, 
which may be no longer extant. 
Mitigation:  No action is required. 
   
Site 3.  Structure.      NGR NN 40558 00288 
A structure, unrecorded in 1860-3 but already roofless in 1896, was situated on the 
North side of the forestry road to the North of the Bruach Caorain Burn.  It was 
recorded on the OS Explorer map of 2007 but is no longer extant and may have been 
removed in upgrading of the road and provision of a passing/parking place. 
Refs: OS 2nd Ed. 6” map: Stirlingshire Sheet vi NE, revised 1896, publ. 1899. 
Impact Assessment: This structure is no longer extant. 
Mitigation:  No action is required.
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Appendix A:  List of Archaeological Sites 
 
Site No. 
 

Grid Reference 
 

Impact Assessment Mitigation 

Site 1 
Big Bruach 
Caoruinn township 
 
1a. Long house 
 
 
1b. House 
 
 
1c. Long house 
 
 
 
1d. House 
 
 
1e Corn drying kiln 
 
1f. Track 
 
 
1g. Enclosure 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NN 41816 00812 (midpoint) 
 
NN 41804 00818 (NW end) 
NN 41832 00804 (SE end) 
 
NN 41788 00821 (NW end) 
NN 41802 00816 (SE end) 
 
NN 41836 00814 (SSW end) 
NN 41838 00826 (NNE end) 
NN 41840 00835 (NNE ext.) 
 
NN 41698 00850 (SE end) 
NN 41692 00858 (NW end) 
 
NN 41860 00748 
 
NN 41837 00773 (SE end) 
NN 41810 00796 (NW end) 
 
NN 41819 00791 (W corner) 
NN 41838 00804 (N corner) 
NN 41843 00795 (E corner) 
NN 41826 00786 (S corner) 
 
 

The proposed powerhouse, 
PH 1a, is situated within the 
settlement, very close to the 
corn-drying kiln, Site 1e.  
The proposed pipeline will 
run through the settlement 
en route to PH1a or en route 
to PH1.  Any development 
will compromise the site, 
though it should be noted 
that it has already been 
severely disturbed by the 
forestry operations. 

It would be best to avoid this site altogether by 
siting the power house on the South side of the 
unnamed burn at, for example, NN 41851 
00747.  If this is not an option, it might be 
possible to thread a route carefully to PH1 
along a line to the West of the standing 
buildings, Sites 1a and 1b, and the enclosure, 
Site 1n.  One of several “tracks” made during 
harvesting for the forwarder machine (not the 
same as the old tracks marked on the 
RCAHMS plan) follows this route and could be 
reused.  However, any temporary construction 
road would have to be sensitively placed and 
constructed to avoid compromising the 
character of the site.  PH1a should be avoided 
as it may lead to damage of the exceptionally 
well-preserved corn-drying kiln, Site 1e. 
 In addition, while not under the remit of the 
present development, some consideration 
should be given by the Forestry Commission to 
the future preservation of this site, particularly 
with regard to the extensive vegetation growth.  
While it is to be welcomed that the settlement 
has not been re-planted, the growth of self-
sown trees, heather and other vegetation 
threatens to swamp the site.  A programme of 
grazing by cattle, such as in the experiment at 
the settlement of Inniemore, Morvern, also in a 
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1h. Enclosure 
 
 
 
 
1i. Dyke 
 
 
1j. Dyke 
 
 
1k. Dyke 
 
 
1l. Track 
 
 
1m. Track 
 
 
1n. Enclosure 
 
 
 
 
 
1o. Boundary Dyke 
 

NN 41843 (SW corner) 
NN 41846 00839 (NW corner) 
NN 41858 00838 (NE corner) 
NN 41861 00814 (SE corner) 
 
NN 41837 00836 (S end) 
NN 41848 00856 (NE end) 
 
NN 41798 00783 (SW end) 
NN 41803 00791 (NE end) 
 
NN 41799 00786 (SW end) 
NN 41809 00813 (NE end) 
 
NN 41804 00824 (SSE end) 
NN 41785 00880 (NNW end) 
 
NN 41774 00831 (SE end) 
NN 41757 00853 (NW end) 
 
NN 41728 00816 (W corner) 
NN 41748 00817 (NE sector) 
NN 41750 00810 (entrance) 
NN 41748 00803 (at burn) 
NN 41733 00805 (at burn) 
 
NN 41732 00818 (SE end) 
NN 41703 00869 (W corner) 
NN 41746 00885 (NE end)  

FC plantation, might be worth considering.  It 
might also be possible to use the development 
as a means of providing greater public access 
to this interesting site, though admittedly some 
of the walls are high and possible unstable. 
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Site 2 
Mill (possible site 
of) 
 

NN 41750 00538 (approx.)  The pipeline is at least 100m 
from the possible site of the 
mill, which may be no longer 
extant. 
 

No action is required. 

Site 3 
Structure (site of) 
 

NN 40558 00288 This structure is no longer 
extant. 

No action is required 
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Fig. 2: The Proposed Bruach Caorainn Hydro Scheme. (Map from Hydroplan UK) 
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Fig. 3:  Plan of Archaeological Sites, Sites 1 – 3. 
 
(Extract from OS Explorer 364 and 365) (© Crown copyright 2007 and 2010.  All 
rights reserved.  Licence number 10044103) 
 
For detailed map of Site 1, see Fig. 4 
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Fig. 4:  Plan of Site 1, from the RCAHMS: Stirlingshire, An Inventory of the Ancient 
Monuments, 1963, 390. 


