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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
Historical research was undertaken as part of an FCS contract, looking at the documentary 
history of two sites on Forestry Commission land, including: (1) Little & Big Bruach Caoruinn, 
to the west of Loch Ard near Aberfoyle; and (2) land adjacent to Loch Humphrey, north of Old 
Kilpatrick, Dunbartonshire. 
 
This short report relates specifically to the first of these sites, focused on the farmsteads of Big 
and Wee Bruachs (NS418008 and NS421005), predominantly located within a recently 
harvested section of forest in the Commission’s Beinn Bhan unit. The 1050 ha section of forest 
on the northern edge of the Queen Elizabeth Forest Park, encompasses Beinn Bhan, lying on 
the south-eastern flank of Ben Lomond and the Duchray Water and its tributaries, including the 
Bruach Caoruinn burn. 
 
The two small settlements contain fairly well-preserved ruins including “long house” type, cruck-
framed buildings, with some associated cultivated ground; each settlement having its own corn-
drying kiln (SVBWG, 2017). These are regarded as typical dwellings of the pre-Improvement 
period (Logan, 2013; 2017), and the corn-drying kilns associated with them are regarded as, 
locally and nationally, rare and important. 
 

 

Plate 1: Remains of long house at Wee Bruach Caoruinn (©FCS) 
 
The focus for this element of the research was on documentary evidence, to give historic 
context to the archaeological investigations of surviving physical remains and to seek to 
understand how the area was exploited in the past. In the time available for this research, the 
focus has necessarily been on published primary and secondary sources, including map 
evidence. Archival work involved a survey of records, to establish the potential of estate papers 
and other documentary material to inform any subsequent investigation. However, a day was 
spent in the records office, targeting documents that might be helpful to the research. 
 
 

2. METHODOLOGY 
 
The aim of this project was to determine, in as much detail as possible, the past history and 
utilisation of the land associated with Big and Little Bruachs. This was achieved by means of a 
literature review (e.g. statistical accounts, improver and traveller literature), which helped place 
its history in a wider context, including the specific social, political and economic history of 
Buchanan and, to a lesser extent, Menteith and Lennox in general. 
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Given the time-scale, it was decided to focus on sources that would shed as much light as 
quickly as possible on the study area. Both generalised county and district-level publications 
and papers and records specifically relating to parishes and farms in the study area were used. 
Historical landownership in the study area was assessed using standard reference works such 
as Timperley (1976). The study area falls within the parish of Buchanan, although the farms 
are within the catchment of the Forth and close to the border with Aberfoyle parish, in 
Perthshire. The settlements appear to have been the property of the Duke of Montrose from 
the late 17th century, but prior to this, ownership was in several hands. 
 
An online search was made of public archives, i.e. the National Records of Scotland (NRS), 
National Register for Archives of Scotland (NRAS) and National Library of Scotland (NLS), for 
papers relating to relevant landowners. This aided the creation of a chronology of ownership 
and possession (Appendix 1) and enabled a wish-list to be created, which helped target work 
in the archive. 
 
The online survey of the Montrose papers1 and other associated estates, identified the 
documents most suitable for consultation within the time limit. One day was spent in the NRS 
examining a series of 18th and 19th century Montrose rentals, which included the farms. This 
should only be considered as a preliminary survey and analysis. There is considerable scope 
for future research and detailed examination of estate papers are likely to cast light on this 
district. The material consulted for this contract thus represents a sample of the relevant 
information available, not a complete survey. The findings presented are also therefore subject 
to potential revision in the light of a more all-inclusive examination of documents. 
 
In addition, the census from 1841 to 1891 was examined, to establish who was living on the 
farms and what their occupation was. Also, valuation and various tax rolls were examined, 
available through the Scotland’s Places website. 
 
Searches were made of various online cartographic sources, including NRS, NLS and SCRAN. 
Unfortunately, no estate plans for Buchanan have been uncovered. Such detailed plans, which 
many large estates commissioned in the late 18th century, are invaluable for this kind of 
research, as they are often of a scale which allows detailed depiction of the land-use and 
settlement pattern. It is thought that these might have been destroyed by a fire that destroyed 
Buchanan House, the home of the Dukes of Montrose, in 1850. 
 
Little and Big Bruach lie to the west of Loch Ard, by the Bruach Caoruinn burn, a tributary of 
Duchray Water, which has its source on the south-east slopes of Ben Lomond. In order to 
establish past use of any given area of land, landholding patterns need to be established. This 
can be problematic if names have changed and others have disappeared from modern maps. 
Such is the case with these settlements, which, prior to the 1st ed. Ordnance Survey (OS) maps, 
(1864/5), were variously written phonetically, e.g. Brachern, Brachurn (see Appendix 1). 
Therefore, for the purpose of this report, Big and Little Bruach will be referred to as ‘Brachern’. 
 
Furthermore, over the course of several centuries, land changed hands many times. Even if 
superiority rested with one family, land was frequently feued to different landholders. This can 
hamper the task of unearthing the land-use history of a specific site. This proved to be the case 
with the ‘lands of Brachern’, which were in several hands over the course of the last 500 years, 
and sometimes, individually, in separate ownership. Initially the settlements were assumed to 
be part of the extensive lands of the dukes of Montrose, but ownership only passed to them in 
the late 17th and early 18th century. 
 
 

3. RESULTS 
 

3.1 General Historical Overview 
The lands of Brachern (which usually included Stronmacnair and Cloichvrack) lie on the eastern 
margins of the parish of Buchanan in Stirlingshire.2 The parish boundary between Buchanan 

                                                
1 GD220 : Papers of the Graham Family, Dukes of Montrose (Montrose Muniments); 12th century-20th century. 
2 Prior to 1621, it was known as Inchcailloch parish. 
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and neighbouring Aberfoyle, runs north-south, from Loch Arklet, following the Duchray Water 
as far as its confluence with the Corriegrennan burn, which marks the boundary with Drymen 
parish. The Bruach Caoruinn burn is a tributary of the Duchray Water and part of the drainage 
basin of the River Forth, which embraces much of south west Perthshire and northern 
Stirlingshire. However, most of Buchanan parish lies along the eastern shore of Loch Lomond 
and therefore within the catchment of the Clyde. Buchanan parish was formerly called 
Inchcailloch, the name of an island in Loch Lomond, where the church was until 1621 (OSAS, 
12). 
 
Brachern seems to have been anciently part of the earldom of Lennox, a vast territory which 
straddled the Lowland-Highland border, extending from the Clyde in the south to beyond the 
head of Loch Lomond in the north, west as far as Loch Long, to Cumbernauld in the east 
(Taylor, 13). The powerful earls of Lennox had established a strong power base by the end of 
the 13th century; the fifth Earl being a prominent supporter of Bruce’s claim to the throne.  
 
The lands of Buchanan were a sub-unit of Lennox, belonging to Buchanan of that ilk, a family 
which were said to have had roots in Ulster, and possibly given lands in Buchanan as early as 
the 11th century. One 13th century Buchanan laird, Anselan (or Absalon), was steward to the 
earl of Lennox and received a charter from him of the island of Clarinch on Loch Lomond (Smith, 
283). John Buchanan of that Ilk was the last laird of Buchanan, and died, in considerable debt, 
around 1681. 
 
In 1723, William Buchanan of Auchmar wrote:  
 

‘This estate, as all others, was sometimes increased, or diminished, as it fell into the 
hands of good or bad managers. The lairds of Buchanan had, besides their old estate, 
several lands in the parishes of Killearn, Strablane, and others in the Lennox. The most 
flourishing condition it has been in, for divers ages, was upon the last laird's accession 
to it. For his old estate, which, together with Strathyre, Brachern, and some superiorities, 
was worth thirteen thousand merks of yearly rent, most of the same arising from steelbow 
horses, cows, corn, red land, besides casualties, and woods, computed in this age to be 
worth two thousand pounds sterling each cutting.’ (Buchanan, 182) 

 
His lands were purchased from his creditors by James, 3rd Marquis of Montrose, and, since the 
time of the 4th Marquis and first Duke, Buchanan Castle has been the principal seat of the 
Montrose family. (Smith, 289). During most of the period, from 1694 (when the lands passed to 
the 4th marquis) until the early 19th century, the estates were managed by chamberlains or 
groups of commissioners. The 4th marquis was bestowed with a dukedom in 1707 and spent 
most of the year in England. 
 
However, it is also important to have an appreciation of the lands and families associated with 
the wider district. The families most associated with this locality were Buchanan, MacFarlane, 
Colquhoun and MacGregor. It is therefore no surprise that over the course of over 400 years, 
Brachern was occupied by people with names such as Buchanan, Graham, MacFarlane and 
MacGregor. 
 
The proximity of Brachern to Menteith, suggests that the former’s history is almost certainly 
also linked to this neighbouring earldom, which, like Lennox, is one of the most ancient of the 
Scottish titles of nobility, and dates from the beginning of the twelfth century.   
 
The first mormaer of Menteith is usually regarded as Gille Críst, simply because he is the 
earliest on record. The title was held in a continuous line from Gille Crist until Muireadhach IV 
(aka Murdoch Stewart, duke of Albany), who was executed in 1424 and his lands forfeit. 
Notably, Duke Murdoch’s castle is located on an island in Loch Ard. A truncated version of the 
earldom was given two years later to Malise Graham, in compensation for loss of the earldom 
of Strathearn, although this did not include Duchray (P McNiven, per.com.). Duchray appears 
to have come into the possession of Buchanan of that Ilk in 1530, but then became a Graham 
possession in 1569 with whom it remained until the 1940s. 
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The land around Aberfoyle and Duchray is known to have supplied iron, and the King received 
from Menteith a certain amount of iron annually. The remains of the old bloomeries are located 
in several places in the neighbourhood. (Smith, 270). This area is also known for its connections 
with hunting and it is recorded that Duchray was ‘as being waste for forest’ from around 1475 
until 1503 (Gilbert, 117) and may have been part of the forest of Menteith. It is not known how 
far that forest extended north and west, but there is place-names evidence to support this use 
and there are accounts of hunting on Ben Lomond (NSAS, 88). 
 
The history of the land extending from Loch Lomond, eastwards to Strathgartney and Loch 
Katrine, is also known for its bitter, inter-clan feuding and raiding, most notably involving the 
MacGregors. This clan, whose name was proscribed in 1603, had faced persecution for 
centuries from neighbours and rivals and their people were finally outlawed, with the result that 
members of the clan took other names, such as Graham and Campbell. 
 
Raiding and feuding were undoubtedly a part of life in the Central Highlands in the 16th and 
early 17th centuries, particularly in places close to the Highland/Lowland divide, but it belies the 
more mundane reality of a district populated by farmers living in clustered settlements, 
scattered along the shores of the lochs and along the glens such as Glendow, Glengyle and 
Glenarkalet, occupied in a daily struggle to survive in a society where organisation, economy 
and resource strategies were complex and reflected the limitations and opportunities posed by 
the setting. It was an ordered society with a distinct hierarchy, mostly but not always, linked to 
ties of kinship and feuding and raiding was, in part, a response to limited resources (Dodgshon, 
87). 
 
 

3.2 Early Buchanan, Military Orders and Hunting Forests 
The earliest written clues to the history of Buchanan come from charters, which for Buchanan 
date back to the 13th century, and from these a picture can be drawn of the extent of the 
Buchanan lands. However, site specific evidence for individual farms within the district is 
problematic. Although Brachern is within Buchanan parish and may have been possessed by 
the Buchanan family, it was not part of the earliest medieval lands (carucate) held by them, 
which centred on Buchanan castle and the south-east end of Loch Lomond. 
 
The earliest extant record for Brachern, in 1540, provides a clue to the rather unusual history 
of this landholding (see Appendix 1). It is an ‘Instrument of sasine by John McNair ‘of the temple 
lands of Little Vercuill, Stronmacnair, the two Brathurns & Clochvraick’, in favour of Walter 
Buchanan, son to John Buchanan of Gartauistane [Gartartan] (GD220/1/E/2/7/1). This 
reference, and several others, indicate that Brachern, Cloichvrack and Stronmacnair were 
temple lands, meaning that Brachern was owned by one of the medieval religious military 
orders, which were established in Scotland in the early 12th century, to protect the crusade 
routes to Jerusalem. These so-called temple lands belonged, either to the Knights Hospitaller 
or the Knights Templar.3 The Knights Hospitaller took over many lands of the Templars after 
the latter order’s suppression in 1312 (Cowan et al 1983, xxvi, McNiven, 24). 
 
The original endowments of land were made either by the Scottish king or his nobles and 
resulted in a wide geographical spread of relatively small parcels of land belonging to these 
orders. The purpose was to support the Templars/Hospitallers, perhaps not always to fund a 
Crusade, but certainly to help with the upkeep of the organisation, as a whole (P McNiven, 
per.com.). Most likely, the ‘profits’ from the landholdings were then used to fund the orders 
presence in the Holy Land. As Cowan et, al. (lvii), state: ‘The small size of many holdings is 
probably due to those who ‘endowed the order[s] with land . . . only [giving] a small portion of 
their holding, a tithe as it were for God and His church’. 
 
The earls of Lennox almost certainly gave small parcels of their territory to the Templars and 
Hospitallers. McNiven (2013) provides a good account of these crusading endowments in 
Strathendrick (including Buchanan) and Menteith, which clearly demonstrates that there is a 
large cluster of temple and spittal-names in the earldom of Lennox, particularly in Strathendrick. 

                                                
3 In full, these are the Order of Knights of the Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem and The Poor Fellow-Soldiers of 

Christ and of the Temple of Solomon.  
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He suggests that it is likely that spittal-names in the Lennox are, in fact, crusading endowments, 
given perhaps by the earls of Lennox or the bishops of Glasgow (McNiven, 2013, 23). 
 
Rixon (http://las.denisrixson.com/2016/11/buchanan-table/) also identifies Brachern as one of 
these crusading endowments, suggesting that ‘the Templars had a £4 estate that passed to the 
Hospitallers but did not leave us with a Spittal place-name.’ This association with the crusading 
orders of the late twelfth or early thirteen centuries clearly demonstrates the antiquity of 
Brachern as a landholding, together with Stronmacnair (NN423025) and Cloichvraich (Clach-
breac at NN404033). The location of Little Vercuil (also referred to as Lattirmarquhill) has not 
been established. 
 
The origins, purpose and management of Templar and Hospitaller lands remains obscure, but 
some material gain must have been expected to be realised by the Orders, even if the granter 
of the land gift, may have avoided bestowing his most profitable lands on them. Was there an 
element of the provision of hospitality for pilgrims? The location of the temple lands of Brachern 
do not immediately suggest that they were part of a clearly defined network of routeways, but 
they are all within or close to Glendow (Gleann Dhu), which could have been a recognised route 
between Menteith and the head of Loch Lomond.  
 
Place names found in the Glendow suggest that it had a long occupation. There is, for example, 
Tom a’ Mhoid (NN412029) ‘assembly mound, court-hill’ near Stronmacnair, which suggests a 
busy place, otherwise they would have travelled to Duchray or Buchanan for their 
business/judicial meetings (P. McNiven, per.com.). However, some of these Tom a’ mhòid 
place-names might not be courts at all, but may simply be assembly places for medieval hunts 
(McNiven, 2011, 98). 
 
There is also archaeological and archival evidence for iron-making in this locality (e.g. bloomery 
remains near Stronmacnair, https://canmore.org.uk/site/23928/stronmacnair). Smith (p23) 
notes that Duchray was ‘formerly part of the old Earldom of Monteith, and the King received 
from them a certain amount of iron annually. And the remains of the old bloomeries, with the 
black slag, showing where the charcoal furnaces had stood to fuse the bog iron ore, are to be 
seen in several places in the neighbourhood.’ There is a Cloch Iaruinn (clachan or stone of iron) 
at NN407970 and Maol an Iaruinn (mill of iron) at NS458983. It is possible that iron was part of 
the rents being collected by the Templars or Hospitallers. 
 
The Hospitallers held land until their properties were resigned by James Sandilands, last 
preceptor of Scotland, at the Reformation, into the hands of Queen Mary. However, Sandilands 
paid for the lands to be regranted to him as the hereditary barony of Torphichen. (McNiven, 30; 
Cowan et al., liv). This link, between the Hospitallers and the lord of Torphichen, as superior of 
the lands of Brachern, was to re-emerge in a 19th century dispute between the duke of Montrose 
and Robert Hill, W.S., an Edinburgh lawyer (see below). 
 
The above-mentioned instrument of sasine of 1540 gives the grantor as ‘John McNair’. It is not 
known who he was or why he held this land, but the name McNair may well be linked to the 
naming of Stronmacnair (meaning ‘Point of the Hill, belonging to the Son of the Heir). The 
McNairs are said to have been a sept of the MacFarlane clan, Mac-an-Oighres, meaning, ‘son 
of the heir’ and several folktales surround the origins of this name (MacFarlane, 163). 
Interestingly, genealogical material attributes Macfarlanes as the earliest association with 
Brachern. Donald MacFarlane, 1st of Easter Fossach, Brachearn and Stronmacnair, who was 
the 3rd son of Parlan MacGilchrist, 4th baron of Arrochar, (1st Chief), who died in 1354. This 
would place Brachern in the possession of MacFarlanes in the early 14th century. There was 
also a Duncan MacFarlane, 2nd of Brachearn & of Clackvoik & Stronmacnair (c1589-c1623).4 
However, some of this genealogical material is inconsistent and would require further 
investigation. That said, the association of MacFarlanes with the designation ‘of Brachern’, 
seems to place them as the landholders of this parcel of land in the late medieval and early 
modern period, either holding title directly of the earls of Lennox, or as sub-vassals of the 
Templars and Hospitallers. 
 

                                                
4 MacFarlane genealogy can be found on: http://www.clanmacfarlanegenealogy.info/. 

http://www.clanmacfarlanegenealogy.info/
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It is also worth considering that the hill ground extending north from Aberfoyle and Buchanan 
was used for hunting in the Middle Ages. Certainly, Menteith has long been associated with 
hunting, most notably the royal forest of Glenfinglas (Begg & Watson, 1999). The earldom of 
Menteith was granted to Malise Graham in 1427 (Fraser, vol. 1, 478). This was confirmed in an 
account of Aberfoyle in 1724, written by Graham of Duchray, who wrote: ‘In this paroch was a 
forrest of red deer called the forrest of Monteath. But after the death of the late Earl of Monteath 
and that it fell into the family of Montrose the forrest was neglected and ther are noe deer in it 
now.’ (Macfarlane vol. 1 343). 
 
The royal lands of the stewartry of Menteith contained various outliers, one of which may well 
have been Duchray (Gilbert, 123). It is possible that Duchray may have been waste for a forest 
of the earl of Menteith rather than of the king. It is also known that around 1467/68, James III 

hunted in Menteith, where he had a hunting lodge at Duchray (Gilbert, 61). There is a 

suggestion that Duke Murdoch’s castle on Loch Ard (aka Dundochil) was built as a hunting 
lodge. It is said to have been built by Murdoch, Duke of Albany, uncle of James 1 of Scotland, 
or possibly by one of his ancestors of the same name. Furthermore, there is evidence to 
suggest that there was a forest south of Loch Katrine, centred on Ben Venue. (Mills et.al., 48). 
 

The medieval hunting connection is further substantiated by place-names evidence (McNiven, 

94). This includes three Elrigs (meaning deer traps): one in the hills to the south of Duchray 
(NS475984); and, two in Buchanan parish, to the west of Corriegrennan (NS443991) and 
Brachern (NS384994). Additionally, there is Glac nan Sealg (defile of the hunts), east of 
Stronmacnair (NS434024). Bad na h-Earbaige ‘thicket of the young roe deer’ is to be found not 
far from Brachern, on the east side of the Duchray Water (NS424015). 
 
There must remain a question about whether land owned by a military religious order would be 
given over to hunting, which was essentially a lordly pursuit and not intended to produce profit, 
something that the Templars and Hospitallers must have been keen to realise, for the support 
of their orders. Could it be possible that economic activity was taking place at Brachern at the 
same time as hunting? Gilbert (260) suggests that in the medieval period there were three 
different policies adopted towards hunting reserves in relation to uses other than hunting. 
Firstly, the holder might exclude completely all economic activity from the whole reserve. 
Secondly, he might create an exclusion zone within the forest, within which all economic activity 
was forbidden, but relax or abandon his forest rights on the rest of the lands. Thirdly, an attempt 
would be made to accommodate economic activity within certain limitations. He suggests that 
Menteith fell within the first category in the 15th and 16th centuries. However, the lands of 
Brachern are in Lennox and not Menteith and any hunting activities that took place in the hills 
of Brachern must have been controlled by the Lennox nobles. It is known that the earls of 
Lennox had forest rights over their land which were confirmed by a grant of Alexander III c.1272. 
This prohibited all others from cutting, hunting, or doing anything against the rights of free 
forestry (Irvine, vol. 1, 103). A forest of Lennox has been identified (Gilbert, 205), but the 
earldom of Lennox covered most of Dunbartonshire. Hunting may have taken place over the 
Buchanan hills, including those of Brachern, but place-names evidence alone points to this use 
and no documentary evidence has been found to support hunting. 
 
 

3.3 The Pastoral Economy – Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries 
Brachern was a territorial unit of land with a distinct line of antiquity, which conferred on the 
landholder, whether by charter or feu, the right to bear the name of the landholding. This is no 
shieling site or small farm, albeit the title holder, ‘of Brachern’ may not have resided there. The 
importance of the place is underlined by its depiction on Pont 17 – Loch Lomond (see Figures 
1 & 1a). By the time that Timothy Pont was mapping the Scottish landscape in the late 16th 
century, Brachern had probably been occupied for several centuries. Pont depicts a sizeable 
building, perhaps not as large as a tower, but with two parts to it, implying a settlement with a 
yard. There also appears to be the two Bracherns, which accords with the documentary 
evidence. Around this time the land was sold by Duncan Buchanan of Brachern to Andrew 
McFarlane of Arrochar, to be held of James Sandilands, lord St John of Torphichen, as the 
superior who succeeded to the Hospitaller order (Appendix 1). None of these early documents 
provide detail on how the land was being used and farmed, although we can probably infer from 
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evidence from neighbouring districts that some form of pastoral farming was at the centre of 
activities. 
 

 

Figure 1: Pont 17 – Loch Lomond ca. 1583-96 (©NLS) 
 

Figure 1a: Pont 17 close-up and rotated to show depiction of 
‘Bra Cheurin’ (©NLS) 

 
No direct evidence has been found to identify the type of 
farming that took place at Brachern before it became a 
sheep farm, probably in the late 18th century. However, 
farming activities probably centred on livestock 
production and associated dairying, at least into the 18th 
century. Bil (1990), in his study of shielings in the central 
Highlands, identified several farm types, many of which 
had operated in the Highlands, and along its margins, 
throughout the medieval and early modern periods. 
These included grass farms, corn farms and mixed farms. 
Grass farms, he suggests, were commonly termed ‘bow 
farms’ and ‘cheeselands’. This specialisation was 
commonly reflected in rents and the various forms of rent 

levied can provide insights into the activities associated with the farm type (Bil, 110). By the 
18th century when rents in kind were increasingly commuted to money rents, it is less easy to 
discern the specialisation of the farms. 
 
From the cursory examination of a range of sources, it is not possible to say unequivocally what 
specialisation existed, if any, at Brachern. There are, however, some clues. For example, a 16th 
century description of neighbouring Menteith, taken from Leslie’s Historie of Scotland (1885) 
states:' westwarde lyes Monteith, nobilitat and mekle commendat throuch the name of sik 
cheise as nane fyner.' [westward lies Menteith, renowned and much commended through the 
name of such cheese as none finer.’5 
 
Although, not specifically referring to Buchanan, the reports of the Commissioners of the 
Annexed Estates from the latter half of the 18th century for Strathgartney also provide evidence 
for a focus on livestock and dairy carried out around Loch Katrine. As well as making a good 
deal of hay in their meadows, we are told that the population of the barony ‘make considerable 
quantities of butter and cheese and bring a good deal of it to mercat. It is reckoned pretty good.’ 
It is possible that this comment about Strathgartney is equally applicable to Brachern. 
 
Furthermore, the Stirlingshire Agricultural Report, written in 1796, reported: ‘It appears by the 
valuation of lands in the middle of last century, that Benlomond, with the whole of the upland 
part of the parish of Buchanan, was almost entirely flocked with goats. A considerable portion 

                                                
5 I am indebted to Peter McNiven for providing this reference. 
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of the rents in these days consisted of kids, a goat-milk cheese. Very few of that species of 
flock are now kept in the county.’ (Belchies, 1796, 50). Some 10 years later, another agricultural 
report, written by Aberfoyle minister, Patrick Graham (304) states: ‘goats abounded within less 
than half a century on Ben Lomond and in the upper parts of Buchanan, and a considerable 
part of the rent was paid in kids and goat-milk cheese; but on the cultivation of woods becoming 
general all of them were exterminated.’ (Smith, 271).  
 
The production of cheese and other dairy produce, whether goat, cow or ewe, was long a 
central element of agricultural production in the Highland districts of Lennox. Early charters 
often included renders of cheese, such as one for Luss on the west side of Loch Lomond, 
c.1250: ‘The reddendo [duty] of two cheeses from every house in the lands of Luss in which 
cheese was made, stipulated for the King's host in a charter of these lands in the reign of 
Alexander the Second, by Maldouen, third Earl of Lennox, to Gilmore, son of Maldouen.’ (Fraser 
vol. 1 35). Cheese was produced in such quantities in Lennox that it constituted the region’s 
chief contribution to the king’s common army, and in the late 13th century, Malcolm I could 
demand of a single tenant an annual rent of no less than 20 stones of cheese (Neville, 104). 
The heavy renders of cheese so typical of later medieval Lennox that were collected from the 
highland parishes of Luss, Arrochar and Drymen were, according to Neville, ‘the fruits of a 
vigorous pastoral economy.’ (122). 
 
Several rentals from the Montrose archive were examined, from 1751-1813, which identified 
Brachern and its associated farms (see Appendix 2). By this time, Buchanan and Menteith had 
become part of the vast Montrose estates. The two units – Brachernmore and Brachernbeg 
(also known as Easter and Wester Brachern) were being treated separately – Brachernbeg was 
often associated with Stronmacnair, set in feu to Alexander Graham; while Brachernmore was 
sometimes let on its own, or with Ballimore.6 According to these documents, Brachernbeg was 
purchased from Major Grant in 1680 (representing Buchanan of that Ilk) and Brachernmore 
from Alexander Graham in 1755. 
 
Although, at that time, some Montrose rents were still being paid in kind and services, (viz. 
sheaves of straw, bolls of meal, carriages), most were money rents, notably in the upland parts 
of the estate, which means that the produce from which the rents derived are unknown. It would 
be worthwhile looking at 17th century rentals, when rents were more likely to have included 
victual payment such as cheese, kids or lambs. Also, it is possible that while the Brachern 
occupiers were paying their rent in cash, they were still producing butter and cheese to sell at 
local markets. 
 
Even though stock production was the focus for Highland agriculture, most farms were 
organised to produce enough oats and barley (bere) for subsistence and to pay some grain as 
rent (Dodgshon, 162). The archaeological remains of enclosure and corn drying kilns at the 
Bracherns, support this assumption. Furthermore, the Roy map (1747-52) clearly depicts 
cultivation adjacent to the cluster of houses at ‘Braechurnbeg’ and ‘Braechurnmore’. 
Notwithstanding the accuracy issues that have been discussed elsewhere, in relation to the 
Roy maps (Whittington, Smout), some form of arable farming almost certainly took place at 
these farms, probably until the time that they were eventually abandoned in the 19th century. 
 

                                                
6 For example, NRS:GD220/6/70 p.42 Rental of the late purchases if Buchanan includes, Brachern & Ballimore, 

purchased from Al: Graham cr. 1755 with John McNab as tenant. Brachernmore rent - £10 English and Ballimore 

£5 English. 
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Figure 2: Roy Map, showing the two Bracherns, Stronmacnair & Ballimore (©SCRAN/NLS) 
 
There are many accounts of the violent feuding and reiving of the 16th and early 17th centuries, 
which, in this part of the world, culminated in the Battle of Glen Fruin, in 1603, when the 
MacGregors left as many as 140 Colquhoun men dead. This led to an unparalleled campaign 
of punishment against the MacGregor clan with the name banned in Scotland for 150 years. 
Following the bloodshed, James VI, in a bid to dismantle the clan, forced MacGregors to drop 
their name or risk punishment by death. Most of these feuds were of local significance only, but 
sometimes the webs of alliance and kindred spread the flames of a small private war over a 
much wider area. The response of James VI to these events also reflected his campaign to 
bring the Highlands more firmly under his control. 
 
At the heart of the above-mentioned raids was the plunder, which comprised considerable 
numbers of livestock. The MacGregors are said to have taken 600 cattle, 800 sheep and 280 
horses when they raided Lennox in 1602. So far, no mention has been made of the cattle trade, 
which was crucially important to the Highlands, especially from the early 17th century 
(Dodgshon, 87). This gives an indication of the importance of livestock and their contribution to 
the Lennox economy, which gradually became more commercialised as cattle stealing 
subsided over the course of the 17th century, and with the opening up of the chiefly economy 
to outside influences. 
 
It is said that Rob Roy Macgregor had been so successful as a drover or cattle-dealer, that 
before the year 1707 he had purchased the lands of Craigrostan, on Loch Lomondside, from 
the family of Montrose, and relieved the estate of Glengyle, the property of his nephew, from 
considerable debts. Although, MacGregor later got into financial trouble, it was clearly possible 
to make money from the cattle trade. Over the course of the 17th century, Brachern appears to 
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have been owned by the MacFarlanes of Arrochar and set in feu or wadsett7 to close relatives 
of the laird (see Appendix 1). By the 1660s, MacGregors had taken possession, including a 
niece of Rob Roy, who was married to Walter Graham of Brachern (Macgregor, 259). It is quite 
possible that some of these tenants, or tacksmen, had succeeded in accumulating enough 
capital to lend some to the laird, many of whom became increasingly indebted in the 17th 
century. Certainly, like a commodity, the lands of Brachern regularly changed hands prior to 
Montrose assuming ownership at the turn of the century. 
 
The proximity of Buchanan and Menteith to lowland markets must have encouraged the 
commercialisation of these estates, particularly after they came under the ownership of the 1st 
duke of Montrose. The cattle trade, which had begun to assume importance in the late 17th 
and early 18th century, as demand grew from Britain’s involvement in the Imperial Wars, 
became a crucial element of the Lennox economy. The associated droving trade developed 
and flourished through to the Napoleonic Wars (1793-1815). However, the winds of 
improvement were about to sweep through the central Highlands and sheep farming using the 
larger Lowland breeds were about to assume dominance in Highland agriculture. 
 
The record of the six-week journey made through Scotland by Dorothy Wordsworth, in the late 
summer of 1803, with her brother William Wordsworth and, for part of the journey, their friend 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, offers a glimpse of a way of life in transformation. In her account of 
their first real acquaintance with Highlanders at Glen Gyle, Dorothy wrote: (Shairp, 92): 
 

‘they spoke with animation of the attachment of the clans to their lairds: ‘The laird of this 
place, Glengyle, where we live, could have commanded so many men who would have 
followed him to the death; and now there are none left.’ It appeared that Mr. Macfarlane, 
and his wife’s brother, Mr. Macalpine, farmed the place, inclusive of the whole vale 
upwards to the mountains, and the mountains themselves, under the lady of Glengyle, 
the mother of the young laird, a minor. It was a sheep-farm.’ 

 
Three weeks later, Dorothy and William were guided by a local man, over the hills from Glen 
Falloch to the head of Glen Gyle. At a belt of noticeably green grass in the upper glen, 
among moor and moss, near a pile of stones, their guide remarked: ‘This place is much 
changed since I was here twenty years ago.’ He told us that the heap of stones had been a 
hut where a family was then living, who had their winter habitation in the valley, and brought 
their goats thither in the summer to feed on the mountains, and that they were used to gather 
them together at night and morning to be milked close to the door, which was the reason 
why the grass was yet so green near the stones. (ibid., 228) 
 
A similar process of change must have taken place in Glen Dow. 
 
 

3.4 The 19th Century – Sheep Farming and Abandonment 
The basic socio-economic unit in the farming landscape prior to the changes of the late 18th 
century and early 19th centuries, the unit around which the clear majority of society was 
organised, was the farming township. How that was organised and who controlled it varied 
throughout the Highlands. In some cases, these townships were held by tacksmen, often a 
member of the principal landowner’s family, or one of its cadet branches (Dodgshon 1998). It 
appears from a Montrose rental book (GD/220/70) of the mid-18th century that many of the 
lands of the barony of Buchanan were held by tacksmen with written leases, issued by the 
Montrose estate. In most cases, tacksmen are thought to have sub-let part of what they held to 
sub-tenants without a written lease, so that a rental book might just list tacksmen, and conceal 
the true size of a farming community. This 1751-1779 rental only accounts for such tacksmen 
and not the entire population of the farm towns. Nevertheless, it provides evidence for the 
landholding structure of the study area and an indication of the relative worth of the 
landholdings, who these tacksmen were, and how the farm units were grouped. 
 

                                                
7 A wadsetter was a creditor of the landowner, enjoying use and free tenure of a piece of land as long as the debt 

remained unpaid. Often held by fellow lairds or a cadet member of a landed family.  



11 
 

The documentary evidence suggests a certain amount of continuity in possession of the lands 
of Brachern from the 17th century, through the 18th and into the 19th century, involving 
MacFarlanes and MacGregors. The lands of Brachern appear to have been split in the 1670s, 
which resulted in Grahams (aka MacGregors) possessing one half and MacFarlanes, the other 
half, although these families seem to have been connected by marriage (MacGregor, 205). For 
example, in 1797, Alexander Graham is recorded as the owner of 3 horses at ‘Brachoarn’ (Farm 
Horse Tax Rolls, vol. 4 326/10//5/213). In 1813, William Mcfarlane is in possession of ‘Brachern 
& Corygrenan’, paying rent of £240 (NRS:GD220/6/1699/18). These men are the tacksmen or 
principal tenants, who may or may not be residing on the farms.  
 
Occasionally, reference is made to those living on the farms. In 1755, John McNab is noted as 
the tenant of Alexander Graham, of Brachernbeg and Ballimore (NRS:GD220/6/70/38). In 
1822, Alexander and John Macgregor, whose occupation is given as ‘labourers’ at Brachern, 
sign a document in relation to the newly created Clan Gregor Society (MacGregor, 1898). 
Somewhere between these two dates (1755 and 1821), the farms, like Glengyle, were 
converted to sheep farms, possibly around 1760 and 1770, but held in feu by the same families. 
 
In the 1759, there were 2 families residing at ‘Brachairin, Wester’ and 1 at ‘Brachairin, Easter’. 
Similar numbers occupied neighbouring farms, such as Stronmacnair (2), Comer (2) and 
Cloichbrack (2 each in Easter & Wester). In total, 16 families were living in Glendow,8 amounting 
to 91 individuals (Smith, 124). This census was taken when the population must have been 
close to its maximum and probably before extensive sheep farming was introduced. The 
following table, illustrating population change in the parish, shows the dramatic decline that 
ensued. 
 

Table 1: Population for Buchanan Parish9  

Year Population Loss 

1755 1699  

1793 1111 588 

1801 748 363 

1831 600 148 

 
This was a remarkable loss of population, replicated throughout the central Highlands at that 
time, which was associated with major economic change, including the so-called ‘agricultural 
improvements’ that swept through the central Highlands, as sheep farming, using Lowland 
breeds, began to assume dominance. 
 
The conversion to sheep-walk of the hills of Buchanan is confirmed by a remark made in the 
Stirlingshire agricultural account, of 1812 (Graham, 196): ‘Benlomond is esteemed the richest 
sheep pasture in the western district of the county.’ Indeed, this agricultural reporter drew on 
‘the authority of an extensive occupant of sheep pastures’, Mr Duncan Graham of Brachorn-
more (293). Although sheep farming became the principal activity, that is not to say that crops 
were not still being grown on the farms of Brachern. The reporter also describes the old type of 
corn-drying kilns as, ‘miserable hovels covered with thatch; every farmer had his own kiln.’ by 
then largely superseded by more substantially built kilns, except, it was reported, in the western 
district where they were still to be found (117). 
 
The final documented reference of any occupation of Brachern is found in the census of 1841 
(when it was instituted). This reveals that there were two households living at ‘Brachorn’ 
(presumably Brachernmor). Alexander McLaren a 40-year old agricultural labourer, his wife, 
Agnes, and two children, Agnes (15) & James (10). A second household comprised Mary 
McFarlane, aged 40 and described as ‘independent’. She was born in the parish, but The 
McLarens were not. Interestingly, a James McLaren, a gamekeeper, residing at Stronmacnair 
in the 1871 census, was born in Aberfoyle parish. If he is same as the young James in the 1841 
census then the McLaren family may have been relatively local to Brachern. By 1851, there is 
no-one residing at Brachern.  

                                                
8 Glendow farms extended from Corriegrennan in the south to Comer and Stuckvuick in the north. 
9 OSAS, 20; NSAS, 95. 
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The 1841 census provides the last glimpse of Brachern as an occupied farm. Mary McFarlane 
may have been the widow of the last MacFarlane tenant and James McLaren, her shepherd. 
Thereafter, the farm name is found in valuation rolls, but it was clearly not occupied. In 1855, 
John Philips is given as the tenant and occupier of the farm of ‘Brachorn and Corriegrenan’, as 
well as the ‘Dow of Glengyle’. In 1865, his address is given as ‘Laighpark, by Milngavie.’ He 
remains tenant of these farms in 1875, but in 1885, Duncan McLaren, a farmer, at nearby 
Ledard, is given as occupier of ‘Brackhorn, Corriegrenon and Glendow’, paying considerably 
more rent, at £500, than Philips did, whose rent had been £350. McLaren had 3 shepherds; 2 
living at Glendow and 1 at Corriegrennan. The valuations record that Comer, and part of 
Corriegrennan, were earmarked for shooting, the latter, no doubt, returning to its medieval land-
use. 
 
The second half of the 19th century brought considerable change to the locality, both in physical 
terms and socially. The development of the Glasgow Corporation waterworks from the 1850s 
brought a major influx of migrant labour involved in the construction of the dams and the pipeline 
to Glasgow. There was a workers camp at Corriegrennan. 
 
The Wordsworths had been at the vanguard of the popularisation of the Trossachs and Loch 
Katrine as a tourist destination and in the second half of the 19th century there followed a 
plethora of resulting hotels and tourist accommodation. The service sector boomed while the 
farming population declined. In 1901, the census recorded, ‘There is now but one occupied 
house in Glendow.’ 

 

 

Plate 2: Photograph of construction of Glasgow waterworks, the Cuilgarten aqueduct above 
Loch Ard, 1859 (copyright: SCRAN) 

 
 

 

4. DISCUSSION 
 
From the evidence gathered as part of this research, it appears likely that two farm sites have 
long been suited to, and therefore used for grazing and pasture, for both deer and livestock. 
The land, sitting at between 400-500 ft. (c.150m), on sloping ground, is more suited to pasture. 
The hills ground of Brachern may have been used for hunting and place-names evidence 
supports this use. There is good evidence for sporting activities taking place on neighbouring 
Duchray, as part of the medieval forest of Menteith, which was a favoured hunting area of 
Scottish kings. However, Brachern was in Buchanan and it seems unlikely that it would have 
formed part of the forest of Menteith. The forest rights bestowed over the earldom of Lennox 



13 
 

from the 13th century may have resulted in hunting taking place in the hills of Buchanan, but 
there is no direct documentary evidence for this. 
 
The military orders, which appear to have held superiority over the lands of Brachern from the 
12th or 13th centuries, were free from all tithes, taxes, custom, service, and exaction, whether 
from the king or a local lord.10 They were given control over justice of their lands (Cowan et.al. 
lxxii). One must assume that their concern was to gain profit from the natural assets of their 
landholding, and the royal and lordly pursuit of hunting would not have been a focus for their 
activities, albeit the venison and game would have had a value. 
 
Superiority of the landholding appears to have been granted to the Knights Templars and then 
passed to the Hospitallers of St John of Jerusalem, although there is no direct documentary 
evidence for this. The first extant record is from 1540, when the land is referred to as 'temple 
land' and the superior of the lands of Brachern is named, in 1590, as the Master of Torphichen 
(the last preceptor of the Hospitaller order). In the 1830s, the duke of Montrose, who assumed 
ownership in the 1680s, was taken to court, (the House of Lords) over his right of superiority 
and appears to have lost! Does this mean that when the Forestry Commission acquired the 
lands of Brachern, they did not have right of superiority? 
 
It is almost impossible to discern the motives for the granting of the lands of Brachern to the 
Knights or Hospitallers. Is it possible that an earl of Lennox was making a strategic decision in 
granting this land to them, if, indeed, he did? There is something intriguing about the location 
of Brachern lying close to the boundary between Lennox and Menteith. It was surely not 
regarded as being remote in the medieval and early modern period, but it is out of the way and 
on an important territorial border, as well as being located close to the Highland-Lowland divide; 
where the clash of culture between Gael and non-Gael impinged on everyday life until the 18th 
century.  
 
There is currently no evidence to pinpoint when this area was first farmed. The temple lands of 
Brachern may have been used for other purposes than agriculture. The presence of medieval 
or earlier iron working and the proximity of woodland to the two sites, could suggest that the 
iron production was an important, perhaps dominant activity from earliest times. 
 
Brachern had a long association with three families with ancient origins – Buchanans, 
MacFarlanes and MacGregors – all of them, at one time or another, laid claim to these lands. 
The very fact that the 19th century court case was raised over the right of superiority over 
Brachern suggests that this land was worth the effort and cost of litigation. But also, the 
documentary evidence that charts ownership and possession since the early 16th century, 
points to a desire to have control over this land. There is a sense that it is valued and it might 
be speculated that it was the subject of a land grab by the MacFarlanes, but that is for future 
historians to discover. 
 
Further research of medieval sources, particularly the Lennox charters and church records, 
would be helpful in uncovering more of the important history of Brachern. That these lands 
continued to be held from the Hospitallers and the post-Reformation barony that took over the 
temple and spittal lands, is also significant and may have influenced how the farms were 
allocated and managed by successive owners. 
 
It is probably safe to assume that from at least the early 17th century, some form of specialist 
livestock farming took place, possibly goat or cattle, or a combination of both, and probably with 
a small proportion of arable. This type of farming continued until the mid- to late-18th century, 
when lowland breeds of sheep were introduced. There is also speculation that those who 
controlled the land were engaged in the cattle trade and that might account for shifts in 
possession as fortunes were accrued and lost, reflecting the regular fluctuations of the cattle 
trade between the 17th and 19th centuries. Devine (1993, 129) refers to the MacFarlanes of 
Loch Lomondside having connections with the cattle trade in the 1810s and suggests they were 
also extensively involved in the smuggling of illicit whisky to the Clyde towns. Further 
investigation of these links might be worth pursuing in any future research on the locality. 

                                                
10 The information is from: https://www.historyscotland.com/articles/features/the-knights-templar-and-scotland. 
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Further investigation of rentals and other estate documents which could provide audits of 
livestock would be beneficial. There is certainly indirect evidence that goats were present on 
Ben Lomond and may have formed an important element of subsistence for the local 
population. It is worth recording that feral goats are still to be found on Ben Lomond, around 
Loch Ard and Ben Venue, although there were clearly periods when attempts were made to 
extirpate them. 
 
Understanding the nature of past use and management can be problematic, not least because 
of time constraints, which can limit the opportunity to make a detailed examination of relevant 
archives, which if examined would undoubtedly cast light on the subject matter. The other issue 
limiting the ability of documentary evidence to provide insight into land management, not only 
for Brachern, but indeed throughout Scotland, is the extent to which peasant practices are rarely 
documented in archives, quite simply because agriculture was largely the preserve of tenants, 
whose voice is often unrecorded in the written record. 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
The lands of Brachern was a territorial designation rather than a farm name, with several 
associated farms occupying its territory, including Brachernmore, Brachernbeg, Stronmacnair 
and Cloichvrack. As such, the landholding has a long and distinct line of antiquity, reaching 
back to the 13th century, or earlier. Title to the landholding, whether conferred by charter or 
feu, gave the right to bear the name of the landholding. This is no shieling site or small farm, 
albeit the title holder, ‘of Brachern’ may not have resided there.  
 
It is more difficult to be certain how the land was used over the course of the last 700 years or 
so. There may have been an association with hunting, with iron-making, and more certainly 
with livestock husbandry. Evidence suggests that goats, horses, cattle and sheep may have 
been reared on this landholding. Certainly, it became a sheep farm in the late 18th century and 
it was finally abandoned as a dwelling between 1841 and 1851. There are strong associations 
with several important families in the district, including Buchanan, MacFarlane and MacGregor. 
There is a suspicion that there may have been links with droving and perhaps the illicit 
production of whisky, in the 18th and early 19th centuries.  
 
The archaeological remains that can be seen today within the forest are a vestige of the last 
period of occupation of this ancient site – ruined longhouses, various subsidiary buildings, 
enclosures and corn-kilns – typical of pre-Improvement farms. But there is more to Brachern 
than that. These remains belie a long and important history. With Brachern, there is the sense 
of continuity, of a link with the past that runs deep and suggests a more important place in 
Lennox history, than appears on the ground today. There is still more of the story of Brachern 
to be uncovered and it is likely to be worth the effort. 
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APPENDICES 
 
 

Appendix 1: Chronology for Ownership & Possession of Big & Little Bruach11 
 

Holding Date Owner/Possessor Source Notes 

Brachern 1530 John McNair Smith, Strathendrick, 
p366 

John Buchanan, first of Arnpryor, is said to have been 2nd son of 
Walter Buchanan of that Ilk. He was also of Gartartan, and 
Brachern. He had a charter of the lands of Brachern from John 
M'Nair. 

two Brathurns 1540 John McNair GD220/1/E/2/7/1 ‘Instrument of sasine by John McNair ‘of the temple lands of Little 
Vercuill, Stronmacnair, the two Brathurns & Clochvraick’ John 
Mcnair of Little Vercuil, in favour of Walter Buchanan, son to John 
Buchanan of Gartauistane [Gartartan] 

two Brachurns 1590 Master of Torphican GD220/1/E/2/7/3 Charter ‘of the temple lands of Little Vercuill, Stronmacnair, the 
two Brachurns & Clochvraick’ to be held of the Master of 
Torphichen for 2s yearly. 

two Brachurns 1598 Sandilands, Lord St John, 
Master of Torphichen 

GD220/1/E/2/7/5 Charter of vendition by Duncan Buchanan of Brachurn in favour 
of Andrew McFarlane of Arroquhar [Arrochar] of the lands of Little 
Vercuill, Stronmacnair, the two Brachurns and Clochvraick, to be 
held blench of [blank] Sandilands, Lord St John, Master of 
Torphichen; contains precept of sasine. 

two Brachurns 1603 Andrew McFarlane of 
Arrochar 

GD220/1/E/2/7/9 Charter by Andrew McFarlane of Arrochar in favour of Umphra 
McFarlane, his second son and the heirs male of his body, failing 
which to John McFarlane, fiar of Arrochar, and his male heirs, 
failing which to the heirs of tailzie therein mentioned, of the lands 
of Little Vercuill, Stronmacnair, two Brachurns and Clochvraick, 
to be held feu of Andrew for payment of 3s 8d feu duty at the 
terms already fixed; containing a precept of sasine  

Brathernis 1620  Retours (Stirling) (99) the lands of Lattirnarquhill, and 2 lands called Brathernis, 
Clochvraike & Stronemaknair’ 

                                                
11 For information on this, I am indebted to the Land Assessment Scotland website, 

 compiled by Dennis Rixson http://las.denisrixson.com/category/mainland/lennox/buchanan.  

http://las.denisrixson.com/category/mainland/lennox/buchanan
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Duos Brachernis et 
Claichvrck 

1629  GD220/6/148 Brachurn Writs: Agreement between Duncan Buchanan with 
Malcolm Mcfarlan, in Latin, includes Lettirargil, Stronmaknair, 
Duos Brachernis et Claichvrck. 

Bracherin 1644  Royal Faculty of 
Procurators/ 
NRAS3544/1/21 

Bond by John McFarlane of Arrochar in favour of Duncan 
McFarlane of Bracherin “my nephoy”, for “one certain soume of 
money advanced payed & reallie  delivered unto me.” 

Wester Brachurn 1647 John McFarlane of 
Arrochar 

GD220/1/E/2/7/11 Instrument of sasine in favour of Duncan McFarlane, son and heir 
to deceased Umphra McFarlane of Brachurn, following on 
precept contained in a charter by John McFarlane of Arrochar, 
superior of the lands therein mentioned. 

Bracherne 1649 Duncan Mcfarlane (feuer) Land tax rolls 
E106/1/1/171 

‘Duncan mcfarlane of bracherne for himself & remanent fewares 
lyfrentares proper wodsettares & vthrs wtin [within] the parochine 
of Inchcalleoche Thair money rent is ane thowsand seavine 
hunderethe thrie pund ten shilling’ (£1703.10.0 scots) 

Bracharne 1650 Duncan Mcfarrlane (fiar) The Royal Faculty of 
Procurators  
NRAS3544/1/24 

Extract registered bond, recorded in the Books of Council and 
Session, by Duncan Mcfarlane, fiar of Bracharne, as principal, 
Robert Napier of Kilmahew, Awley McAwlay, fiar of Ardincapel, 
and John McFarlane of Arrochar, as cautioners, for purchase 
price of 5000 merks, of "the growing woods, baith aik, asche, birk, 
haizill and others", pertaining to James, Duke of Lennox, on the 
Island of Inchcallochie, Loch Lomond. 

Wester Brachurn 1656 John McFarlane of 
Arrochar 

GD220/1/E/3/1/1 Contract of wadset by John McFarlane of Arrochar in favour of 
John Graham, fiar of Duchray and John Drummond in Drummond 
of the lands of Stronmacnair, Wester Brachurn, Ballimore and 
Clochvraick lying in the parish of Inchcailloch and sheriffdom of 
Stirling, to be divided equally between them, on payment of 3500 
merks, to be held of John McFarlane for payment of £40 yearly 
of feu duty 

Easter Brachurn 1662 John McFarlane of 
Arrochar 

GD220/1/E/3/1/3 Contract of wadset by John McFarlane, fiar of Arrochar, in favour 
of Malcolm McFarlane in Easter Brachurn and Christian Graham, 
his mother, of the 10 shilling land of Easter Brachurn to his mother 
in liferent and to Malcolm in fee for the sum of 600 merks 

Easter & Wester 
Brachurns 

1663 John McFarlane of 
Arrochar 

GD220/1/E/3/1/6 Disposition and renunciation by Duncan McFarlane of Brachun in 
favour of John McFarlane, fiar of Arrochar, his superior of all the 
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lands of Easter and Wester Brachurns, Stronmacnair, Ballimore 
and Clochvraick, extending to a £3 land. 

Easter & Wester Brachurn 1664 John McFarlane of 
Arrochar 

NRS Refs Notes/ 
GD220/1/E/3/1/7 

Feu contract by John McFarlane of Arrochar in favour of Thomas 
Graham, eldest son to John Graham of Duchray, of the lands of 
Easter and Wester Brachurns, Stronmacnair, Ballimore and 
Cloichvraick for 5200 merks, to be held of John McFarlane for 
payment of 20 merks feu duty yearly 

Easter & Wester 
Bracherne 

1666  Particular Register of 
Sasines, Stirlingshire; 
GD220/1/E/3/1/10 

John MacGregor in Dunaverig entered into a Contract of Wadsett 
whereby he acquired from Thomas Graham of Duchray the £3 
land of Brachern comprehending Easter and Wester Bracherne, 
Cloichbraik, Ballimore and Stron McNair lying in the parish of 
lnchcalzeoch and Shire of Stirling under reversion of 4000 merks. 

Wester Brachurn 1669  NRS Refs Notes Thomas Graham, fiar of Duchray, with consent of John Graham 
his father and Alexander Colquhoun, fiar of Cambusstrodan, 
(donator to the liferent escheat of said John Graham), seems to 
give John McGregor in Donivrig the lands of Wester Brachurn, 
Ballimore, and Clochvraich, for 4000 merks, redeemable by 
payment of the same. 

Easter & Wester 
Brachurns 

1669 Walter, Lord Torphichen GD220/1/E/3/2/1 Precept of clare constat by Walter Lord Torphichen in favour of 
Andrew McFarlane of Arrochar as heir to John McFarlane of 
Arrochar, his brother, in the lands of Easter and Wester 
Brachurns, Clochvraick, Ballimore and Stronmacnair, extending 
to a £3 land, containing a novodamus of the lands, to be held 
blench. 

Easter & Wester 
Brachurn 

1672 John Buchanan of that ilk GD220/1/E/3/2/6; 
GD220/1/L/1/5/1 

Feu contract by John Buchanan of that ilk in favour of John 
McGregor, portioner of Callichra and Isobel Graham, his spouse, 
of the £3 land of Brachurn comprehending Easter and Wester 
Brachurns, Clochvraick, Ballimore and Stronmacnair … to be 
held of John Buchanan for payment of £136 feu duty at 
Martinmas yearly  

Easter Brachurn 1672  NRS Refs Notes; 
GD220/1/E/3/2/5 

Malcom McFarlan discharges the mortgage Thomas Graham had 
on Easter Brachurn, in favour of Thomas Graham, of Duchray 

Easter and Wester 
Bracherns 

1677  GD220/1/L/1/5/3 Contract of division between John McGregor and Isabel Graham 
that the lands of Ballimore and Cloichvrack should belong to the 
nearest heirs and assignees of John McGregor, and the lands of 
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Easter and Wester Bracherns and Stronmacknair should belong 
to the heirs and assignees of Isabel Graham. 

Bracheries 1679  GD220/1/E/3/3/5 £3 of Bracharies & Corriegrennan with islands in Loch Katrine 
called Island Dow 

 1679  GD220/1/E/3/5/4 Disposition by John Buchanan of that ilk in favour of Major 
George Grant differing from GD220/1/E/3/5/2 in certain 
particulars 

Brachine 1690  Land tax rolls 
E106/31/5/15 

Valued rent 140.00. Reproduced from 1831 valuation (see below) 

Wester Brachern 1690  Particular Register of 
Sasines, Stirlingshire. 

Gregor McGregor, second lawful son of Gregor McGregor of 
Easter Corerklet, had a Disposition of an Annuity of £20 Scots 
from the Lands of Comermore, and April 1690, from Malcolm 
Mcfarlane sometime in Wester Brachern, and now in Ledard, on 
which he was enfeoffed. 

Brachern 1701  GD220/1/L/1/5/11 & 10 Disposition by Malcolm McFarlane with consent of Katharine 
Graham alias McGregor, his spouse, in favour of Alexander 
Graham of Brachern of the lands of Ballimore. 

Brachurn 1720 Duke of Montrose GD220/1/J/4/1/7, 6 & 5 Disposition by Elizabeth Graham with consent of Alexander 
Drummond, eldest lawful son to Hugh Drummond, sometime 
McGregor in Achatow, in favour of John Graham, lawful son to 
Alexander Graham of Brachurn, … of an equal half of the town 
and lands of Clochvraick. Containing procuratory of resignation 
and precept of sasine. … James, Duke of Montrose, superior of 
the said lands 

Bruchairn 1752 Duke of Montrose 
Alexander Graham 

GD220/6/70 p.38 Rental of Buchanan – Bruchairn to be set in tack for 9 years. Feu 
duty payable £94 scots or £7:16:8. 

Brachern & 
Ballimore/Brachernmore 

1755  GD220/6/70 p.42 Reference to ‘late purchases in Buchanan’, including ‘Brachern & 
Ballimore’, purchased from Al: Graham c.1755 with John McNab 
as tenant. Brachernmore rent £10 ster. Ballimore £5 ster. 

Brachernbeg12 
 

1761 Alex Graham GD220/6/70 p.43 Brachernbeg – Alex Graham £3:16:8 ster. 9 years 

                                                
12 GD220/6/70 p.43. For those paying feu duty and teind duty, including Brachernbeg and Corrigrennan, and lands around Portnellan Glengyle, Correrklet, Comer & 

Cloichvraik,: ‘ old property purchased from Major George Grant by 1st duke of Montrose in 1680. Brachern and Ballimore purchased from Alexander Graham of Brachern 

by 2nd duke of Montrose in 1755. 
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Brachernmore 1761 Robert Mcfarlan GD220/6/70 p.43 Brachernmore, Robert Mcfarlan paying ‘money paid for tacks’ = 
5s and £7 ster. for money rent. 9 years. 

Brachairn 1770 Ross McAlpin Timperely, 323 Along with Blairvockie, Auchmar, Corriegrennan, Ardess, 
Calliemore, Craigrostan, Auchingillean, Lurig 

Brachernbeg & 
Stronmacknair 

1770 Alex Graham GD220/6/70 p.42 £3:16:8 ster. Feu duty. 9-year tack set. 

Brachernmore 1770 Robert Mcfarlane GD220/6/70 p.42; 
GD220/6/1682 no.19 

9 years for £10. This included an augmentation of £3. NB 
Ballimore is set as a separate tack; with the muirs there=& of 
Stroan to John McAlpine 

Brachernbeg & 
Stronmacnair 

1779 Alex Graham GD220/6/70 p.76 Brachernbeg & Stronmacnair – Alex Graham for £3:16:8. Feu 
duty. 

Brachenmore 1779 Robert Mcfarlane GD220/6/70 p.76 Brachenmore let to Robert Mcfarlane for £14. Ballimore as 1770 

Brachernbeg  1788 Alex Graham GD220/6/70 p.100 Brachernbeg to Alexander Graham feu duty of £1:18:4. 
Stronmacnair computed separately, same duty to A Graham. 

Brachernmore 1788 Robert McFarlane GD220/6/70 p.100 Brachernmore let to Robert McFarlane for 9 years for £16. 
 

Brochoarn 
 

1797 Alexander Graham, horse 
owner 

Farm Horse Tax Rolls, 
Vol.5 326/10/5/213 

3 horses, of which 2 are liable for duty,1 is exempt. Duty: £0.4.0 

Brachern 1813 William Buchanan tenant GD220/6/1699, no.17 Rental: £60. No feu duty shown for Brachern, but still for 
Stronmacnair. Corrigrenan to Alex Blair for £170. 

Brachern & Corygrenan 1813 William Mcfarlane GD220/6/1699, no. 18 £240. No arrears. 

Bracheern 1822 Alexander & John 
Macgregor, labourers 

PD60/897 Macgregor of 
Macgregor papers 

Among list of MacGregors who signed the ‘Acknowledgement of 
the Chief of Clan Gregor’. 

Brachairne 1831 Duke of Montrose as 
superior, (in pen), 
proprietor for only 2 of 3 
parts.  

Land tax rolls 
E106/31/5/15 

1. Brachairne, part of, superior DoM (in pen), & proprietor = 
£115.00 
2. Walter Graham’s part of, superior & proprietor ditto             
£15.00 
3. Strone MacNair’s part of, sup. ditto, proprietor John Graham 
£10.00 
Also noted that disjoined Oct 1799 & April 1804. Also, that 
superiority was disputed between Robert Hill WS & DoM. 

Brachorn 1841  1841 Census Last documented inhabitants of Brachern. Alexander McLaren 
(40), agricultural labourer, wife Isabella and two children. Also, 
Mary McFarlane (40), of independent means. 
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2. HISTORICAL MAPS CONSULTED 
 
All of these maps are available at www.nls.uk/maps.  

• Pont 17: - Loch Lomond ca. 1583-96. Figure 1 & 1a. 

• Robert Gordon’s map (Gordon 48) – Loch Lomond. www.maps.nls.uk/rec/36. 

• Military Survey of Scotland, 1747 – 1755 (Roy Maps) (original at c.1:36000 scale.), 
©The British Library. Available at and licensed via www.scran.ac.uk. Figure 2. 

• A general map of Scotland and islands thereto belonging.by James Dorret 1750. 

• Map of Scotland constructed from original materials by Aaron Arrowsmith, 1807. 

• John Grassom, To the Noblemen and Gentlemen of the County of Stirling, 1817 

• Stirlingshire 1820, in John Thomson's Atlas of Scotland, 1820. 

• Ordnance Survey 6” County Series: Stirlingshire, Sheet: VI, VII, 1864. 

 
 
3. NATIONAL RECORDS OF SCOTLAND CONSULTED 
 
GD220: Papers of the Graham Family, Dukes of Montrose (Montrose Muniments) 
GD220/6/70 Estate Records and Rentals: Rentals of baronies of Dundaff, Mugdock and 

Fintry; estates of Menteith, Buchanan, Lennox, Kincardine, Braco, etc.; 
valuation of woods, 1751-1809. 

GD220/6/1682 Rentals, 19. Rentals of Buchanan, above and below the pass. 1763-70. 
GD220/6/1699 Notes of arrears of rent, rentals and miscellaneous estate papers, 1806-1815, 

including Buchanan, 1806, 1813, 1819. 
GD220/6/148 Writs of lands of Brachern in parish of Buchanan, 1626-1838 (not completed). 
 
 

4. POTENTIAL SOURCES FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION 
 

Manuscripts 
 

Stirling Council Archive 
PD60  Macgregor of Macgregor papers 1320 – 1921 
PD177  Duchray and Rednock Charters 1509 – 1598 
 

The Royal Faculty of Procurators, Edinburgh. 
NRAS3544 Hill Collection of MSS. MacFarlane Muniments 1583-1794 
 
NRAS3544/1/21 Bond by John McFarlane of Arrochar in favour of Duncan McFarlane 

of Bracherin "my nephoy", for "one certain soume of money 
advanced payed & reallie delyvered unto me, 1644. 

NRAS3544/1/24  Extract registered bond, recorded in the Books of Council and 
Session, by Duncan Mcfarlane, fiar of Bracharne, as principal, Robert 
Napier of Kilmahew, Awley McAwlay, fiar of Ardincapel, and John 
McFarlane of Arrochar, as cautioners, for purchase price of 5000 
merks, of "the growing woods, baith aik, asche, birk, haizill and 
others", pertaining to James, Duke of Lennox, on the Island of 
Inchcallochie, Loch Lomond, 1650. 

 
NLS 
Clan Gregor Centre Archive:  Acc.13527; Acc.10664; Acc.11713; and Acc.12335. 

 
National Records of Scotland 
There are several other documents listed in Appendix 1, which mainly relate to charters and 
various grants of the lands of Brachern. The following are specific bundles and documents, 
such as rentals, which it is considered may provide additional information on rents and 
stocking etc. 
 
GD220/1/E/3/5/3 An unsubscribed rental of the estate of Buchanan,1650-1700. 

http://www.nls.uk/maps
http://www.scran.ac.uk/
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GD220/1/E/7/3/1 Rental of the lands and estate of Buchanan taken from the tenants, 
feuars and wadsetters by James Graham of Orchill, John Graeme of 
Killearn and Thomas Graham, fiar of Duchray, by commission, 1685. 

GD220/6/1928 Rentals and accounts relating to estate of Buchanan and its 
purchase by Montrose, circa 1680. 

GD220/6/1926 Copies of writs and legal papers relating to Buchanan, 1657-1720, 
including (2) 26 March 1673. Copy rental of parish of Inchcailloch. 

GD220/6/1617 Legal and estate papers including rentals, 1709-1931, including, (3) 
1759. Rental of blench duties of lands held of the Duke of Montrose. 
(7-8) 1770. Rentals of estate and superiorities of estate of Lennox, 
crop 1770. 

GD220/6/1612 Rentals and related papers, 1705-1741, including, (14) 28 May 1705. 
McFarland's rental. With letter (16) from James Murray to Montrose, 
sending the extract of the judicial rental given to writer by Robert 
(Roy) Campbell of Innersnait, who ordered him to make a copy 
thereof & send it to Montrose. With other McFarland rentals (17-21). 

GD220/6/1606 'Informations, estimates etc. anent setting the tacks of Buchanan', 
1703-1705, including (2) 1703. Rental of Buchanan. (16) 1705. 
Depositions of tenants of barony of Buchanan anent their rents. 

GD220/1/J/4/1/7 Disposition by Janet Graham, formerly McGregor, one of the 
daughters and heirs portioners of the deceased John Graham, 
formerly Gregor McGregor of Clochvraick, proprietor of half of the 
town and lands of Clochvraick, with consent of John Graham, son to 
Alexander Graham of Brachurn, her husband and John Graham for 
himself as the proprietor of the other half of the said town and lands, 
in favour of James, Duke of Montrose, his heirs and assignees, of 
half of the town and lands of Clochvraick. 1720. 

RH11/68/7 Regality of Torphichen: Portfolio containing miscellaneous papers 
relating to Templelands, 1470-1830. 

CS237/H/10/37 Robert Hill v Duke of Montrose and others, 1821. 
 


