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Bruach Caoruinn 
Archaeological measured survey             
and historic archive investigation 
 

The farmsteads of the Wee Bruach Caoruinn and the Big 

Bruach Caoruinn survive as a series of ruined late 18th century 

buildings, enclosures and corn drying kilns in Loch Ard Forest 

(at NN 421 005 and NN 418 008 respectively). Both 

farmsteads had been identified as unusual by the Royal 

Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of 

Scotland (RCAHMS) Stirlingshire Inventory in 1963, being 

among only a handful of such sites surveyed and included 

within the Inventory. The Scottish Vernacular Buildings 

Working Group recently produced a fine report, highlighting 

the survival of both sites and noting several of their unusual 

characteristics (not least their size and location). 

 

The surviving narrow buildings likely date from the late 18th century. They are unusually long and 

this, alongside the large corn drying kilns and proximity to running water, in what is a relatively 

inaccessible area yet close to Glasgow, could suggest the large scale illicit production of whisky. The 

farmsteads were recorded by terrestrial laser scanning by AOC Archaeology in advance of forestry 

operations in early 2018. An investigation of the available historic archives was subsequently 

undertaken by Mairi Stewart. 

 

Historical overview 

 

Bruach (or Brachern) is a territorial designation rather than a farm name. As such, it has a distinct 

line of antiquity, reaching back to the 13th century or earlier. Title to the landholding, whether 

conferred by charter or feu, gave the right to bear the name of the landholding. This is no simple 

shieling site or small farm, albeit the title holder, ‘of Brachern’ may not have actually resided there.  

 

Superiority of the landholding was in the hands of religious military orders – the Knights Templars 

and / or the Hospitallers of St John – probably from the 12th or 13th centuries, although there is no 

direct documentary evidence for this. The first record is from 1540, when the land is referred to as 

Wee Bruach Caoruinn 
Stirlingshire Inventory (1963) 
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'temple land' and the superior of the lands of Brachern (including neighbouring Stronmacnair and 

Cloichvrack) is named in 1590 as the Master of Torphichen (the last preceptor of the Hospitaller 

order). In the 1830s, the duke of Montrose, who assumed ownership in the 1680s, was taken to 

court (the House of Lords) over his right of superiority and appears to have lost. 

 

It is more difficult to be certain how the land was used over the course of the last 700 years or 

so. There may have been an association with hunting, with iron-making, and more certainly with 

livestock husbandry. Evidence suggests that goats, horses, cattle and sheep may have been reared 

on this landholding. Certainly, it became a sheep farm in the late 18th century and it was finally 

abandoned as a dwelling between 1841 and 1851. The surviving farmsteads are depicted as 

unroofed settlements on the Ordnance Survey First Edition map (surveyed in 1860-3). There are 

strong associations with a number of the important families in the district, including Buchanan, 

MacFarlane and MacGregor. There is a suspicion that there may have been links with droving and 

perhaps the illicit production of whisky in the 18th and early 19th centuries.  

 

  

Bruach Caoruinn: extract from Ordnance Survey First Edition map (Stirlingshire, Sheet VI) 
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Archaeological measured survey by terrestrial laser scanning 

 

The surveyors first set out a number of standard targets around their subject, and begin the process 

of recording by setting up the laser scanner at one of a number of different locations around the 

structure. The targets act as fixed points and allow the software to accurately construct a three 

dimensional point cloud model – a 3D digital view of all of the vertices (or points) captured by the 

laser scanner. When the laser beam hits a surface the echo is recorded by the scanner. This process 

happens many thousands of times a second, building up a digital picture of the subject. 

 

 

Wee Bruach Caoruinn: Building C viewed as a detailed model and on plan (2018) 

Wee Bruach 
Caoruinn: kiln barn 

viewed in section 
(2018) 
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Terrestrial laser scanning can 

result in many interesting 

visualisations. The point cloud 

is can be viewed in black and 

white or coloured by height – 

and it can be viewed on plan, 

in section or as a 3D model. 

The point cloud can be 

processed further to create a 

polygonal mesh – the 3D 

digital surface model made by 

joining adjacent vertices (or 

points) to create a surface of 

triangular polygons. This 

enables the visualisation 

software to change the angle 

of light and to use shading 

techniques. The polygonal 

mesh can be viewed as a 

greyscale model, using real 

colour captured at the time of 

survey, or coloured by height.  
 

In these images the Wee 

Bruach is depicted using the 

point cloud: as an oblique 

view, retaining the trees in 

order to try to capture the 

special character and 

atmosphere of afforested 

ruins; using real time colour, 

with the trees stripped away 

to reveal the ruins; and on 

plan.  
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Archaeological reconstruction drawing 

 

Artist Alan Braby used the oblique view to inform this archaeological reconstruction drawing. Alan 

was asked to focus on the architecture of the buildings, supporting the presentation of the laser scan 

visualisations; and to populate the image with late 18th and early 19th century sheep farm activity, 

hiding illicit whisky distilling activity in plain sight.  

The archaeological measured survey, historical archival research and careful felling of the trees 

around the Wee Bruach farmstead reflects sustainable forest management and best practice 

heritage management. 

 

Thanks to the Scottish Vernacular Buildings Working Group, Strathard Community Trust, AOC 

Archaeology, Alan Braby and Mairi Stewart.  

 

 
 
 
 


